
03-07-2017 COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS

The Board of County Commissioners met at the above date beginning at 
9:00 a.m.  Those present were Chairman Terry Wolf, Members Aaron An-
derson, Fred Frandson and Clerk to the Board Mary Grace Strauch.  The 
meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner 
Frandson.

A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson and seconded by Com-
missioner Frandson to approve the minutes for the February 21, 2017 
meeting.  Motion carried.

Vouchers for February 2017 were paid as follows:

CONSUL-COMP TECHNOLOGIES, $3,400.00, IT support; USPS-
HASLER / 227215, $5,000.00, Postage; THOMPSON REUTERS - WEST, 
$555.12, Reference; SERLKAY PRINTING INC., 200.00, Printing; PE-
TERSON QUALITY OFFICE FURNITURE, $82.50, Supplies; RICHINS 
ATTORNEY KENT A, $225.00, Attorney; TCT WEST INC, $29.15, Tele-
phone; PETERSON QUALITY OFFICE FURNITURE, $213.02, Maint; 
CLOUD PEAK COUNSELING CTR, $1,625.00, Lighthouse; BIG HORN 
RURAL ELECTRIC, $241.83, Utilities; BLUE TIE, $452.94, Reference; 
NEOPOST USA INC, $148.50, Postage; GORRELL & HOPKINSON PC, 
$100.00, Rent; WYOMING GAS CO., $9,154.24, Utilities; UTILITIES 
COMMISSION, $1,827.75, Utilities; R T COMMUNICATIONS, $2,737.41, 
Telephone; VERIZON  WIRELESS, $329.36, Telephone; BCN TELECOM 
INC, $604.57, Telephone; SUNSHINE OFFICE PRODUCTS, $144.46, 
Supplies; WC & PAA, $200.00, Dues; MOUNTAIN WEST BUSINESS 
SOLUTIONS, $40.00, Maint; INTERMOUNTAIN RECORD, $589.40, Mi-
crofilm; ONE CALL OF WYOMING, $30.25, Charges; BIG HORN CO-0P 
MARKETING, $1,422.72, Supplies; ATLAS BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
INC, $580.98, Supplies; TRACTOR GUYS, INC, $336.93, Maint; MO-
TOR SUPPLY INC./ NAPA, $789.78, Parts; OFFICE SHOP THE, $76.42, 
Maint; TR’S AUTO REPAIR, $27.31, Maint; WEBT, $232.05, Insurance; 
GUNDERSON SHERI, $26.75, Reimb; HASCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY, 
$70.42, Supplies; TDC DIESEL, $1,038.63, Maint; TR’S AUTO REPAIR, 
$61.67, Maint; WASHAKIE CO LIBRARY TEN SLEEP, $510.00, TANF; 
WORLAND YOUTH LEARNING CENTER, $747.00, TANF; NORTH-
WEST COLLEGE, $4,014.00, Classes; BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS, 
$875.00, TANF; KING CHRISTOPHER J PC, $25.00, Attorney; BIG 
HORN WATER, $115.80, Utilities; RATTLESNAKE FIELD SERVICES 
LLC, $94.00, Maint; STATE SUPPLY COMPANY, INC, $93.14, Supplies; 
NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS, INC., $36.40, Parts; KONE INC  4156, 
$350.00, Elevator maint; BIG HORN HEATING AND COOLING, $837.00, 
Maint; BILL BARGERON, $164.99, Maint; OFFICE SHOP THE, $35.69, 
Maint; MESSENGER & OVERFIELD, P.C., $100.00, Rent; MESSENGER 
& OVERFIELD, P.C., $588.60, Attorney; REGIONAL WEST MEDICAL 
CENTER, $215.09, Test; MILLER KACIE, $234.88, Reimb; US POSTAL 
SERVICE, $300.25, Envelopes; HIGH PLAINS POWER INC, $61.84, 
Utilities; BENNETT M.D. THOMAS L, $1,250.00, Pathology; DUFFY 
SEAN, $91.50,Classes; LAPP JEFF, $347.76, Reimb; YOUNGQUIST 
CAITLIN, $171.40, Reimb; ARMAJO AMBER, $166.59, Reimb; TRIPLE 
R WELDING INC, $379.72, Maint; WYOMING GUARDIANS AD LITEM, 
$2,428.52, Services; WASHAKIE CO HRA ACCOUNT, $7,900.00, Insur-
ance; COMFORT INN, $259.42, Emeg mgmt; KENCO SECURITY AND 
TECHNOLOGY, $64.50, Security; PETERSON QUALITY OFFICE FUR-
NITURE, $662.08, Supplies; BIG HORN BASIN TIRE & OFF ROAD, INC, 
$177.18, Maint; MELS PLUMBING & SEWER, $135.00, Maint; SKAGGS 
COMPANIES INC, $594.00, Uniforms; BILLINGS EXTINGUISHING SY, 
$125.00, Inspection; BLAIRS, $260.66, Prisoner food; SIGNS OF SUTHER-
LAND, $12.50, signs; WORLAND LAUNDRY & CLEANER, $288.86, 
Laundry & Supplies; QUILL CORPORATION, $490.00, Supplies; SYSCO 
FOOD SERVICES OF MONTANA, $3,927.31, Prisoner food; KENNE-
DY ACE HARDWARE, $105.83, Supplies; TR’S AUTO REPAIR, $35.75, 
Maint; SUNSHINE OFFICE PRODUCTS, $131.96, Supplies; R R. BRINK 
LOCKING SYSTEMS, $855.00, Misc keys; R T COMMUNICATIONS, 
$540.00, Telephone; NORTHERN WYO DAILY NEWS, $35.69, Adv; HAS-
CO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY, $76.47, Supplies; CLOUD PEAK COUNSEL-
ING CTR, $577.50, Nurse; FRANDSON SAFETY INC., $267.62, Supplies; 
VISA, $171.79, Supplies; VISA, $1,006.73, Supplies; WYOMING TAX 
PAYERS ASSOC., $195.00, Membership; CENTURY LINK, $959.81, Tele-
phone; CENTURY LINK, $24.77, Telephone; TCT WEST INC, $351.02, 
Telephone; CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS, $91.37, Telephone; SUN-
DOWN SERVICES, INC, $3,222.97, Maint; FRANDSON SAFETY INC., 
$52.94, Supplies; KONE INC  4156, $700.00, Elevator maint; FLEX-
SHARE BENEFITS, $235.00, Insurance; TCT WEST INC, $27.99, Tele-
phone; KENNEDY ACE HARDWARE, $886.94, Supplies; WASHAKIE 
COUNTY TREASURER, $105.70, Postage; RATTLESNAKE FIELD SER-
VICES LLC, $305.00, Maint; VIRILE ELECTRIC, $424.15, Wallpacks; WY 
CO. COMMISSIONERS ASSC, $300.00, Dues; ROCKY MTN POWER, 
$6,657.75, Utilities; WORLAND LAUNDRY & CLEANER, $220.35, Laun-
dry & Supplies; ALSCO, $278.70, Laundry; SUNSHINE OFFICE PROD-
UCTS, $915.22, Supplies; NORCO / WORLAND, $649.89, Supplies; MUR-
DOCH OIL INC_1, $5,613.97, Fuel; SUNSHINE OFFICE PRODUCTS, 
$214.51, Supplies; KENNEDY ACE HARDWARE, $20.97, Supplies; 
LOMBARD KATRINA, $25.68, Reimb; LOMBARD KATRINA, $7.49, Re-
imb; SEAMAN, ALBERTA N, $38.62, Reimb; HEINEMEYER AMANDA, 
$77.58, Reimb; BENTCHMARK COMPUTER, $439.80, Maint; NORTH-
ERN WYO DAILY NEWS, $50.00, Adv; NEIGHBORS KAMI, $676.55, Re-
imb; NEIGHBORS KAMI, $715.55, Reimb; TW ENTERPRISES, $591.39, 
Gen maint; SANOFI PASTEUR, $125.44, Immunizations; MERCK 
SHARP & DOHME CORP, $1,822.12, Supplies; CARDINAL HEALTH 
110 LLC, $208.38, Immunizations; WORLD OF CHILDREN, $75.00, 
Classes; JADECO INC., $65.54, Electrician; SUNSHINE OFFICE PROD-
UCTS, $144.13, Supplies; ALSCO, $55.10, Laundry; BLAIRS, $11.85, Sup-
plies; BANNER HEALTH, $327,291.26, Equipment; NORTHERN WYO 
DAILY NEWS, $897.60, Adv; BEST WESTERN PLUS, $297.57, Travel; 
ANDERSON DAVID, $267.01, Reimb; NORTHERN WYO DAILY NEWS, 
$60.00, Adv; BIG HORN HEATING AND COOLING, $391.25, Maint; 
FRONTIER TIRE, $36.75, Maint; WYOMING MECHANICAL PLUMB-
ING AND HEATING, $439.86, Maint; BLOEDORN LUMBER, $408.99, 
Supplies; NORTHERN WYO DAILY NEWS, $181.80, Adv; TOWN OF 
TEN SLEEP, $106.00, Utilities; MOTOR SUPPLY INC./ NAPA, $219.35, 
Parts; HASCO INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY, $534.30, Supplies; NEOPOST 
USA INC, $114.00, Postage; HALLMAN HUNT & MICKELSON PC, 
$1,590.00, Attorney; P.E. GROSCH CONSTRUCTION, $9,924.33, Flood; 
KENNEDY ACE HARDWARE, $119.94, Flood; HASCO INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLY, $867.98, Flood; FRANDSON SAFETY INC., $39.40, Flood; 
MURDOCH OIL INC_1, $15.47, Flood; RATTLESNAKE FIELD SER-
VICES LLC, $3,044.00, Flood; BIG HORN CO-0P MARKETING, $741.26, 
Flood; TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT BILLINGS, $362.25, Flood; SWING 
TRUCKING, $11,125.00, Flood; PEPSI COLA OF WORLAND, $1,290.00, 
Flood; LAIRD SANITATION, $595.00, Flood; BIG HORN REDI MIX 
INC, $416.00, Flood; BLAIRS, $453.75, Flood; SALLY’S CLASSIC PIZZA, 
$471.64, Flood; BRASS PLUM, $1,500.00, Flood; SCHWEIGHART SHEL-
LEY, $68.26, Flood; HEINEMEYER AMANDA, $381.37, Flood; McDon-
ald’s Luck Enterprises, Inc, $463.00, Flood; RUMORS, $1,398.00, Flood; 
RANCHITO, $787.50, Flood; FIRENZE, $800.00, Flood; PIZZA HUT*, 
$353.50, Flood; WYOMING MECHANICAL PLUMBING AND HEAT-
ING, $355.22, Flood; MOUNTAIN WEST COMPUTER, $116.97, Flood; 
FRANSON FRED, $97.35, Flood; TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT BILLINGS, 
$696.90, Flood; VIRILE ELECTRIC, $153.50, Flood; $462,586.75. PAY-
ROLL, $215,842.85; AFLAC, $2,190.41; GREAT WEST TRUST, $2,970.00; 
PRUDENTIAL, $336.00; STANDARD INSURANCE, $1,790.99; WORK-
ERS COMP, $3,191.21; WYOMING RETIREMENT, $32,430.36; CHILD 

SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT, $150.00; BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD 
FLEXSHARE, $7,016.79;  $728,505.36. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Frandson and seconded by Commis-
sioner Anderson to convene into executive session with County Attorney 
John Worrall beginning at 9:27 am to discuss possible litigation.  Motion 
carried.   A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson and seconded 
by Commissioner Frandson to reconvene into regular session beginning 
at 9:55 am.  Motion carried.  John will work on a letter to be sent to the 
fair board members with parameters on contracts, vouchers and minutes.  

Cloud Peak Counseling Director Mark Russler and Building Maintenance 
Manager Tom Schmeltzer met with the board to discuss $70,000 in fund-
ing that will be received from the Department of Health for construction 
of a secure hold facility at the Lighthouse facility.  Mark reported that the 
funds will go to Cloud Peak Counseling and that he understood there were 
no conditions on spending the funds as long as it was for construction.  
Mark will check with the Dept. of Health to make sure there are no other 
conditions attached to the funding.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson and seconded by Commis-
sioner Frandson to approve the estimate from Grime Busters to clean the 
floors at the Lighthouse facility in the amount of $993.75.  Motion carried.  

A phone call was placed to Building Inspector Nick Kruger regarding if 
the person that draws the specifications for the building be an architect 
or engineer.  Nick will meet with the commissioners at 3:00 pm to further 
discuss.

Building Maintenance Manager Tom Schmeltzer and Planner David An-
derson reported to the board that the sewer line replacement will begin 
on Monday.  Estimated cost is $17,500.00.  A motion was made by Com-
missioner Anderson and seconded by Commissioner Frandson to proceed 
with the sewer line replace with Viper Underground in the amount of 
$17,500.00.  Motion carried.   Also reviewed was the WYDOT permit that 
is needed to proceed with boring under 10th Street.  A motion was made 
by Commissioner Anderson and seconded by Commissioner Frandson to 
authorize the chairman to sign the WYDOT Utility Sewer Repair Permit.  
Motion carried.

Road and Bridge Superintendent Randy Chenoweth and Planner David 
Anderson reported to the board that the 24 foot gates had been built for 
the crossing at the slab on Lane 17.  Several of the commissioners had 
received calls stating that a  24 feet was not wide enough for farm equip-
ment so the board would like the gates to be 30 foot.    Discussion was 
held on damage to the newly installed Lane 10 Bridge.  First inspection 
of the bridge indicates that it has settled or has moved due to frost in the 
ground.  Randy and David will further inspect the bridge and report back 
to the board.  Discussion was held on the 2017 projects for road and bridge 
and funding for these projects.  Discussion was held on having the crew 
do all of the work on Road 580 and not contracting.  This will be further 
discussed before a decision is made.  Randy reported he has enough cold 
mix available for patch work in several areas.  Millings will be available 
for Road 54 and Road 580 after the Upper Nowood project is started by 
WYDOT.  Randy has ordered the first 200 fire signs.  The crew will begin 
to work on county road fire signs as they have time.  Discussion was held 
on purchasing lime and lime water to use as dust control.  The board 
would like to see this used on several county roads to see if it will work.  
The cost for the product is much less than any other product available.

Homeland Security Director Jeff Schweighart reported that the after ac-
tions report on the Ice Jam.  The actual response for the event was one 
week.  All aspects of the event will continue to be monitored.  Thanks 
were given to a high school group that assisted with clean up efforts with 
area homes.  Discussion was held on setting up a meeting with the Army 
Corp of Engineers to further discuss the possibility of removing the sand 
bar.  Also discussed was creating a social media page for Homeland Se-
curity for such events and discussed was receiving proposals from area 
businesses that have equipment or services with operators that could be 
made available for use during emergencies and to please submit a list of 
equipment or services; as well as, cost per hour, and emergency contact 
numbers.  Also discussed was receiving proposals from companies and or-
ganizations that would be available to provide meals, to please advise the 
approximate head count they would be able to feed and what meals they 
would be available to supply.    

Planner David Anderson and Road and Bridge Superintendent Randy 
Chenoweth reported to the board that bolts have been broken off on the 
west side of the Lane 10 Bridge due to a frost heave.  There was discussion 
that the drainage of water and ice was not adequate in that area.  The 
bridge will be posted for one lane traffic and no truck traffic.  A motion 
was made by Commissioner Anderson and seconded by Commissioner 
Frandson to allow up to $1000.00 for a surveyor to look over the bridge for 
stability issues.  Motion carried.

A phone call was placed to University Educator Hannah Swanbom to 
discuss the possibility of her conducting special district trainings for all 
county boards.  Also in attendance was WDA Director Le Ann Baker.   Le 
Ann offered her services to assist with the type of meeting.  Hannah will 
send the board the power point presentation that she currently uses.  The 
board would like to see emphasis put on the vouchering, minute taking, 
open meeting laws and board responsibilities.  

County Assessor Kathy Treanor reviewed with the board a flyer that will 
be placed with the tax notice regarding placement of fire signs near a resi-
dence to assist with emergency personnel.  

Discussion was held on an invoice that was submitted by the fire district 
for a portion of their time on the ice jam.  The district would like to be 
reimbursed for $10, 657.54.  The board denied this invoice and if the fire 
district would like to discuss the denial they can meet with the board at 
their next meeting.

Purchasing a ransomware package was discussed by the board.  Addition-
al coverage is greatly needed to protect the county.  A motion was made 
by Commissioner Anderson and seconded by Commissioner Frandson to 
proceed with the purchase of the ransomware package in the amount of 
$7,875.24 for a three year contract.  Motion carried.  

Landowner Nick Geis asked the board why there needed to be a gate 
placed at the slab on Lane 17.  Nick felt that it would only hinder the traf-
fic flow with farm equipment and semi trucks.  The board has requested 
that the gates be 30 foot gates to allow for the traffic flow.  Nick also 
reported that all of the sand had been scrapped back into the creek and 
should not have been and that the road crew needs to remove the measur-
ing device out the way of the culvert because it was blocking the flow of 
the water.  Nick also stated that the roadway had been closed for too many 
days because the danger had passed.  The board felt that there is a need 
for the gates because of the destruction of the county road closed signs 
and the safety issue if someone attempts to cross the slab area when the 
water is too high.  

WEBT Health Insurance representatives Cheryl Hageman and Elaine 
Anderson met with the board to review the county health insurance re-
newal.  At this time the fund is doing great.  There will be no increase in 
medical premium.  The dental premium will increase by 3% throughout 
the entire group.  Added to the benefits for employees is the ability to re-
ceive a colonoscopy before the age of 50 if there is a family history and the 
out of pocket cost for an office visit will be reduced from $50.00 to $45.00.  

Additional information will be sent to the board after March for renewal 
in May. 

A phone call was placed to Road and Bridge Superintendent Randy Che-
noweth to verify that the gate at the Lane 17 will be 30 foot and that the 
measuring devise needs to be moved out of the creek.  

Building Maintenance Manager Tom Schmeltzer, Building Inspector Nick 
Kruger and by phone engineer Russell Taylor discussed with the board 
that an engineer could design the secure hold facility at the Lighthouse 
building.  There is no problem with Russell doing the design work for the 
project.  Tom will continue to get specifications together.  Further informa-
tion will be received on if there are any inspections needed by the Dept. of 
Health.  Also discussed would be who would be paying the contractors and 
how long the funds would be available.  The board will ask Mark Russler 
how the voucher process will be working. 

Discussion was held with Building Maintenance Manager Tom Schmelt-
zer, Building Inspector Nick Kruger the possibility of diagonal parking 
on Robertson Ave and removing the Chamber of Commerce building for 
additional parking.  Nick will discuss a variance for the diagonal parking 
and report back to the board.  Tom will receive a price to have the Cham-
ber building demolished.  The fountain and the marquee will need to be 
addressed before a final decision is made on parking and removing the 
building.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson and seconded by Com-
missioner Frandson to re-instate Washakie County fair board members 
Jeff Lapp, Jim Butterfield and David Doyle.  Letters will be sent to the 
active members along with a letter from the County Attorney outlining 
board objectives regarding approving vouchers, minutes, contracts for all 
events that are held at the fair grounds, open meeting law and any other 
information needed for the board to operate.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner Frandson and seconded by Commis-
sioner Anderson to advertise two openings on the Washakie County Fair 
board.  Applications will be taken until March 17.  Motion carried.

Discussion was held that the board had accepted the resignation of Chris-
ty Swing from the fair board and if she was still interested in being on the 
board could re-apply.

A phone call was placed to fair board member Myron Casdorph and a mes-
sage left that he would not be re-instated on the fair board at this time.  
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner Frandson and seconded by Com-
missioner Anderson to approve Requisition No. 23 regarding the hospital 
remodel in the amount of $540,354.28.  Motion carried.

County Attorney John Worrall met with the board to discuss a proposal 
from the Washakie County School District No. 1 regarding funding for 
the aquatic center.   Discussion was held on defining major maintenance 
and adding that definition to the agreement.  Commissioner Anderson 
stated that he felt with a 4.5 million dollar endowment that Washakie 
County School District No. 1 had the resources and the expertise to run 
the Aquatic Center in the foreseeable future.  Commissioner Anderson 
feels that outside of the children taking swim lessons and families as-
sociated with the competitive swimming that a very small percentage 
of county residents even use the pool.  Commissioner Anderson feels the 
county should let School District No. 1 run the pool and the county should 
focus their time and resources elsewhere, like trying to establish a larger 
maintenance fund for the hospital and other essential services.   A call 
was placed to Duane Whitlock and he was asked to send as a word docu-
ment the aquatic center agreement to John Worrall so that changes in the 
wording of the document could be made and also to have Duane and the 
school board add in the definition as stated above.  Duane stated he would 
discuss this and get the document to John.  

A phone call was placed to Cloud Peak Counseling Director Mark Russler 
regarding how the contractors would be paid for their services regarding 
the secure hold remodel.  Mark stated the easiest way is for the county 
to pay the contractors and Cloud Peak Counseling would pay back the 
county and then Mark would get his funding back from Dept. of Health.  
Mark stated that he will be having a conference call in the next two weeks 
and will ask if this is acceptable.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson and seconded by Com-
missioner Frandson to  authorize the chairman to sign outside of a meet-
ing the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) documents regarding the 
recent floods with the understanding that the county will not under any 
circumstances use either authority of levying a tax or exercising eminent 
domain.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approve bond for Tim Wright, Worland Recreation Board Trea-
surer, in the amount of $25,000.00.

2. Accept Big Horn Regional Joint Powers Board Financial State-
ments June 30, 2016 and 2015.

3. Accept City of Worland Financial Statements June 30, 2016.

4. Accept monthly report for Sheriff ’s Department $720.00, Coun-
ty Clerk $8,471.75, Clerk of Court $1,465.33, Circuit Court 
$6,930.00.

5. Authorize chairman to sign drawdown request No. 7 in the 
amount of $70,936.95 regarding the SLIB grant for hospital 
equipment.

6. Approve bond for Jarrod Glanz, Weed and Pest Control Treasur-
er, in the amount of $50,000.00.

7. Authorize chairman to sign Purchase Order with American 
Equipment Group who is purchasing a used boiler from the hos-
pital, funds to go to the hospital board.

8. All commissioners sign letter to adjoining counties regarding 
possible funding for the secure hold remodel project.

9. All commissioner sign letter to Jeff Lapp, Jim Butterfield and 
David Doyle re-instating them to the fair board.

A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson and seconded by Commis-
sioner Frandson to accept the Consent Agenda.  Motion carried.

A phone call was placed to Tara Kuipers regarding the fee she will be 
charging to assist with the WPLI meetings as a facilitator.  Discussion was 
held on if Tara would not charge for her mileage but she stated that she 
was firm on her price for the service she offered.

There being no further business to come before the board, a motion was 
made by Commissioner Frandson and seconded by Commissioner Ander-
son to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.

(Seal)

Mary Grace Strauch                                Terrence D. Wolf, Chairman
Clerk to the Board          Washakie County Commissioners

March 23, 2017
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