
PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF WORLAND
March 20, 2018

 A regular meeting of the City Council of Worland, Wyoming convened 
in the Council Chambers in City Hall at 7:00 p.m. on March 20, 2018.  
Mayor Gill presided and the Councilmembers in attendance were Keith 
Gentzler, Christy Schneider, Mandy Horath, Lisa Fernandez, Dennis Koch, 
Gary Gerber, Michele Rideout, Mike Neufer and Loresa Brinkerhoff (via 
telephone).  Also present were: Chief of Police, Gabe Elliott; City Attor-
ney, Kent Richins; Superintendent of Public Works, Brian Burky; Airport 
Manager, Lynn Murdoch; City Engineer Representative Mike Donnell and 
Clerk/Treasurer, Tracy Glanz.  

 There were five (5) visitors present for this meeting of the City Coun-
cil.  

 City Engineer Representative Mike Donnell led the Council and Visi-
tors in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 Mayor Gill declared a Quorum present and asked for review and ap-
proval of the agenda.

Motion:  to approve the agenda.
By:  Councilmember Koch.
Second by:  Councilmember Horath.
Vote: The motion passed unanimously.

 The minutes of the March 6, 2018 regular meeting stand approved as 
published.  

Motion: To approve all vouchers and authorize payment for payroll, utility 
charges, refunds for City Services, recording fees, postage and other mis-
cellaneous items, during the month of March, before normal City Council 
approval on the first Tuesday of April and approve the Consent Agenda 
with Council Work Session Minutes for March 12, 2018 and Payroll Vouch-
er for the period ending March 11, 2018; PAYROLL 03/11/18 - $65,375.68.
By: Councilmember Fernandez.
Second by: Councilmember Neufer.
Vote: The motion passed unanimously.

 Mayor Gill announced the Public Hearing to hear comment on the ap-
plication for the transfer of a retail liquor license from Tartistry, Inc. dba 
Firenze Bar & Grill to JK Investments LLC dba Firenze Italian Steak-
house and the renewal of a retail liquor license for one (1) year for JK 
Investments LLC dba Firenze Italian Steakhouse. Mayor Gill opened the 
public hearing at 7:04 p.m. Councilmember Horath questioned if the li-
cense is “parked”.  The license if approved will be non-operational; state 
statute allows a non-operational status for one (1) year and the licensing 
authority must approve an extension of that status. The hearing closed at 
7:06 p.m.

Motion:  to approve the transfer of the retail liquor license from Tartistry, 
Inc. dba Firenze Bar & Grill to JK Investments LLC dba Firenze Italian 
Steakhouse.
By:  Councilmember Fernandez.
Second by:  Councilmember Gentzler.
Vote:  The motion passed unanimously.

Motion: to approve the renewal of the retail liquor license for JK Invest-
ments LLC dba Firenze Italian Steakhouse through March 31, 2019.
By:  Councilmember Fernandez.
Second by:  Councilmember Gentzler.
Vote:  The motion passed unanimously.

 Jack Hoffman and Pete Hallsten with the Wyoming Department of 

Transportation (WYDOT) stated that they had received the request from 
the City to evaluate the posted speed limit east of town and asked what 
the city is trying to accomplish by changing the limit from 45 mph to 30 
mph. City Engineer Representative Donnell informed the Council that 
Wyoming State Statute 31-5-303 authorizes local authorities to establish 
specific maximum speed limits on all streets and highways within their 
respective corporate jurisdiction. City Attorney Richins agreed but stated 
that within statute it states that the right to establish speed limits within 
corporate city limits is subject to WYDOT approval.  The City of Worland 
is growing towards the east with approximately 400 homes that access 
Highway 16 East and two (2) intersections at Hillcrest and Road 11. With 
an increased number of vehicles that access the highway, there have been 
narrow escapes with vehicles and pedestrians. Mr. Hoffman stated that 
based on WYDOT speed studies that include a range of engineering met-
rics, changing the speed limit does not appear to be the right thing to do.  
City Engineer Representative Donnell stated that the surrounding com-
munities all have a 30 mph speed limit before entering a highly populated 
area of the community including Thermopolis, Basin, Greybull and Powell.  
WYDOT explained that the differences in the speed limits posted is due to 
the geometry of the highway and the comfort of drivers.  The geometrics of 
a highway plays a big part in speed limit determination and Highway 16 
East is a lot wider than the examples presented.  The majority of drivers 
determine the safe speed of the roadway as per engineering standards and 
that speed limit is 45 mph.  Statistics of vehicle accidents does not sup-
port the change, as there has only been one (1) accident in the last five (5) 
years.  Studies indicate that reducing the speed limit will make highway 
access worse as it will lower the gap differential between vehicles, which 
will escalate the problem.  Discussion followed on the safety issues for 
children and vehicles.  WYDOT suggested there might be other ways to 
accomplish safety goals through traffic calming devices such as bicycle 
lanes or narrowing traffic lanes.  Mayor Gill thanked Mr. Hoffman and Mr. 
Hallsten for coming and asked that WYDOT continue to study the issue.  
Mr. Hoffman stated that WYDOT does offer planning and study grants for 
calming traffic and encouraged the city to look at those grants.

 Ron Harvey, member of the Wyoming Business Council (WBC) Board 
of Directors informed the Council of the recent legislative changes and 
programs offered by the WBC.  Legislation funded a bill to entice a com-
mercial carrier to serve the smaller airports in the State such as Sheridan, 
Riverton and Rock Springs; Mr. Harvey encouraged the City of Worland to 
ask to be included in this project.  A broadband bill will increase internet 
service in the State for underserved communities and it will include all 
99 municipalities.  The WBC will hire a coordinator to run this program, 
who will be in charge of testing and verifying the broadband capacity in 
each community.  This is a crucial step in the expansion of business in 
Wyoming.  Additional legislation will help encourage international trade 
and contracts.  WBC is putting on a “Placemaking” workshop tomorrow at 
1:00 p.m. at the Worland Community Center Complex.    

 Clerk/Treasurer Glanz presented the Sick Leave Payout Policy with 
the changes recommended at the last Council meeting.  Discussion fol-
lowed; Councilmember Koch stated that the 720 hours is too much and 
recommended a reduction in the total accrued hours. OtherCouncilmem-
bers disagreed, stating this policy is an incentive for employees not to 
abuse their sick leave.  Discussion continued.

Motion:  to approve the Sick Leave Payout Policy as presented.
By:  Councilmember Horath.
Second by: Councilmember Gerber.
Vote:  Members voting AYE: Neufer, Fernandez, Brinkerhoff, Horath, Gill, 
Gentzler, Schneider, Gerber, Rideout; Members voting NAY: Koch; Mem-
bers ABSTAINING: None; the motion passed by a vote of 9-1-0.

 City Attorney Kent Richins asked the Council to discuss and consider 

updating the current itinerant merchant ordinance and to include some 
regulation on food trucks.  The partial definition of an itinerant merchant 
is “any person, whether as owner, agent, consignee or employee, whether 
a resident of the city or not, who engages in a temporary business of sell-
ing and delivering goods, wares and merchandise within such city”.  The 
current ordinance is somewhat burdensome to the applicant and enforce-
ment has been issue.  City Attorney Richins recommended that the ordi-
nance should clarify what is allowed, whom the licenses apply to and what 
the licensing procedure should be.  Other municipalities charge a daily fee 
for food trucks.  City Attorney Richins stated that the bottom line is keep-
ing our residents safe; “We do not want to curb growth, but we do want 
to protect the residents and not hinder local food establishments as they 
pay property taxes”. Discussion followed.  The issue will be discussed at a 
council work session.

 Clerk/Treasurer Glanz informed the Council that City Hall will close 
for the funeral of former Mayor Dave Duffy from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
on Friday.  The WAM Region III meeting is tomorrow with a Wyoming 
Business Council meeting on Placemaking from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. and the 
WAM business meeting from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.

 Airport Manager Lynn Murdoch reported that the new broom is run-
ning; an extended warranty on the replacement parts is being discussed 
with Kodiak.

 Superintendent of Public Works Brian Burky stated that the rest-
room on the front nine at the Golf Course was removed; a portable re-
stroom will be used for the season and a plan for replacement or use of 
portables will be considered for the following year.  The streetsweeper is 
out cleaning up the streets.  A sewer line was repaired on Robertson and 
two leaky valves on Robertson and Rupp Avenues will be repaired this 
week.  Work is continuing on Pioneer Square corner with a water feature 
and the restroom upgrade will be complete in April.  Superintendent of 
Public Works Burky informed the Council that he will be putting out a bid 
for a crackseal/mastic trailer.  Councilmembers appreciated the one cent 
banners placed at the corners of 15th Street.

 City Engineer Representative Mike Donnell reported that the con-
struction on the 15th Street project is going well; the contractor pulled a 
12” sewer line all the way thru the current line today. The water project 
is almost done and the two pedestrian walkways are on their way.  The 
annual report on the wells was submitted to the State Engineer’s office.  
The City’s water right will be enlarged by 2,685 gallons per minute after 
completion of the flow test on Well #1. 

 Mayor Gill informed the Council that a representative from the Wor-
land Community Center Complex will attend the next council work ses-
sion.

 There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor 
Gill asked for a motion to adjourn.

Motion:  to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.
By: Councilmember Koch.
Second by:  Councilmember Rideout.
Vote:  The motion passed unanimously.

                           James R. Gill, Mayor

ATTEST:
Tracy A. Glanz, Clerk/Treasurer

March 27, 2018


