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Worland-Ten Sleep Area

VISITORS SITE

OPEN

11 am-3 pm

Washakie Coun-
ty is home to 
both Worland 

and Ten Sleep where you 
can enjoy the beauty and 
simplicity of small-town 
Wyoming while being sur-
rounded by mountains.

MOUNTAINS 
The Big Horn Moun-

tains are full of rustic 
cabins surrounded by 
picturesque scenery and 
wildlife. Meadowlark Ski 
Lodge & Lake Resort, 
Deer Haven, and South 
Fork Mountain Lodges 
offer a variety of activities 
to keep you busy all year 
round. Spend your vacation 
hiking, fishing, horseback 
riding, backpacking, ATV-
ing, cross-country skiing, 
snowmobiling, or at Mead-
owlark Ski Lodge downhill 
skiing. 

The Ten Sleep Can-
yon features world-class 
rock-climbing attracting 
hundreds of climbers every 
day in the summer.

WORLAND
You are sure to find an 

event to pique your inter-
est in Worland. 

Cool off in the summer 
or warm up in the winter 
at the Worland Aquatic 
Center, open daily to the 
public. 

Take a tour of the 
Washakie Museum or 
attend one of their many 
events.

Enjoy the weekly Sat-
urday Farmers Market 
during the summer with 
local harvest and wares 
from local artists.

The Worland Commu-
nity Center Complex is 
always a hub of activity. 
Year-round enjoy youth 

sporting events, children’s 
art camps, and much more!
BADLANDS AND MORE

Looking to enjoy nature? 
You won’t be disappoint-
ed. Discover the diverse 
landscape of Washakie 
County from mountains 
to badlands to the green 
river basin. Hike through 
the badlands or stop and 
the rock formation Castle 
Gardens and Honeycomb 
Wilderness area between 
Worland and Ten Sleep. 
There is never a shortage 
of wildlife to view or photo-
graph. Looking for a little 
adventure? Tube down the 
Big Horn River.

EVENTS
June

“Family Fun Day” Bloe-
dorn Lumber/Frandson 
Safety June 4, 10am-3pm. 
Food, entertainment, car 
show, etc.

CultureFest, June 25, 
9am-4pm Worland Com-
munity Center. Entertain-
ment, food, and vendors.
July

Washakie County Fair 
July 23-30, pig wrestling, 
youth rodeo, music. Ro-
deos and youth animal 
shows. Fair Parade July 30, 
9-10am presented/spon-
sored by Worland-Ten Seep 
Chamber.

Late July through Sep-
tember: Saturday Farmers 
Market 8am-12pm.
August 

Shakespeare in the 
Park, August 10, 6-8pm 
Sanders Park. Sponsored 
by Washakie Museum.
September

WTS Chamber Custom-
er Appreciation/Courthouse 
BBQ. Worland/Ten Sleep 
Sports Teams, Cheerlead-

ers, music and food; includ-
ing St. Albans’ desserts 
August 18, 5-7pm

WTS Chamber Harvest 
Festival, September 10, 
9am-2pm. Food vendors 
and crafters in Pioneer 
Square, etc. and businesses 
sidewalk sales; this grow-
ing event to kick off har-
vest season is one you don’t 
want to miss!
October

Washakie Museum 
Indigenous People’s Day, 
October 8, all day.

WTS Chamber Hunter 
Fest in Ten Sleep, October 
14, 10am-2pm. Kick off the 
hunting season with food, 

entertainment, and ven-
dors in a sea of orange and 
camouflage. 

WTS Chamber Trunk or 
Treat and Trick or Treat 
and Worland Businesses/
Homes Trick or Treat Octo-
ber 31.
November

Pioneer Square Tree 
Lighting Ceremony, 
November 25. Families 
“adopt” and decorate trees 
in in Pioneer Square. The 
park is lit up the evening 
after Thanksgiving with 
music, food and Santa.
December

WTS Chamber Parade of 
Lights, December 3, 6 pm. 

KARLA POMEROY
Pioneer Square in Worland, offers place for picnics and 
is the center of many activities in Worland.
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Worland RV Park 
and Campground 

Pull Thrus    Showers  
Full Service        WiFi   
Laundry    Tent Area 

  2313 Bighorn Avenue   
Worland, Wyoming 
307-347-2329 

Welcome 

 

Discover the Big 
Horn Basin of 
Wyoming at 

the Washakie Museum & 
Cultural Center, 2200 Big 
Horn Avenue, Worland. 

A life-size Columbian 
Mammoth Bronze created 
by artist Chris Navarro 
sits at the entrance to the 
parking lot. The Washak-
ie Museum & Cultural 
Center gives visitors of 
all ages the opportunity 
to explore four spacious 
permanent galleries fea-
turing geology, paleontolo-
gy, archaeology, and early 
non-Native settlement of 
the Big Horn Basin with 
highly interactive multi-
media including video and 
audio components. 

The Museum’s tempo-
rary gallery features up 
to five exhibits each year 
including fine art, photog-
raphy, local history, and 
more. 

The Museum offers a 
wide variety of perform-
ing arts venues, area art-
ist exhibitions, lectures, 
and education programs 
for children and adults. 
Check the website at www.

washakiemuseum.org, 
the Washakie Museum & 
Cultural Center Facebook 
page, or call (307) 347-
4102. The Washakie Muse-
um is located at 2200 Big 
Horn Avenue, Worland, 
Wyoming. The Washakie 
Museum & Cultural Cen-
ter was built though the 
generosity of the Newell B. 
Sargent Foundation, Inc.

The Washakie Museum 
& Cultural Center serves 
as the visitor center for 
Washakie County. The 
Museum is open May 15 
to September 15 from 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
– Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday, and noon to 
4 p.m. on Sunday. From 
September 16 to May 14 
the Museum is open Tues-
day – Saturday 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

The Washakie Muse-
um and Cultural Center 
is member of the Blue 
Star Museums program 
through the National En-
dowment for the Arts and 
Blue Star Families. From 
May 15-Sept. 6 the muse-
um offers free admission 
to active-duty military 

personnel and up to five 
family members, includ-
ing National Guard and 
Reserve. Qualified Mem-
bers must show required 

ID cards. The museum is 
also a AAA recommend-
ed site. AAA members 
receive an admission 
discount. 

DAVID HUBER PHOTOS
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bestroutetoyellowstone.comy
            Wyoming’s Climbing Mecca • Award-Winning Hotels

Washakie Museum • Ten Sleep Brewery • Big Horn Mountains 

The Pepsi Wyo-
ming State BBQ 
Championship 

and Bluegrass Festival 
will be Aug. 19-20 this 
year at the Washakie 
County Fairgrounds in 
Worland.

Each year, the third 
weekend in August, over 
25 BBQ teams compete at 
the festival in Worland in 
a Kansas City Barbecue 
Society sanctioned event. 
Wyo. for prizes totaling 
$10,000. 

At the festival you 
can taste mouthwater-
ing BBQ while listening 
to fabulous Bluegrass 
musicians. Bring the 
family and enjoy tasty 
food while visiting with 
friends.

The Bluegrass bands 

scheduled for 2022 are 
the Special Consensus, 
HillBilly Fever and Mon-
tana Standard

There are many oth-
er fun activities going 
on during the BBQ and 
Bluegrass Festival: 
—The Annual BBQ and 
Bluegrass Festival Car 
Show will be held Satur-
day from 8am – 4pm in 
the Fairgrounds parking 
arena. 
—The BBQ and Blue-
grass Festival Brewfest 
will be held the Thursday 
prior to the big event. 

—Kids can also show 
off their BBQ talents at 
the Kids Q on Saturday 
morning 
—Bluegrass 5K Walk & 
Run: This event is held 
on Saturday morning of 

the festival and will be 
located at the Washakie 
County Fairgrounds in 
Worland. Registration 
begins at 7:30 am and the 

race begins at 8:00 am.  
—There will be a pancake 
breakfast served Satur-
day morning next to the 
stage.

KARLA POMEROY
Lori King & Junction 63 perform at the 2021 Wyoming 
State BBQ Championship and Bluegrass Festival. 
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Nestled below the 
Big Horn Moun-
tains on U.S. 16 

is the little western town 
of Ten Sleep, population 
257. According to the Town 
of Ten Sleep website, “Ten 
Sleep got our name from 
our location “ten sleeps” 
(or nights) midway be-
tween the Sioux Camps 
on the Platte River from 
the south to an histor-
ical Sioux campsite to 
the north, near Bridger, 
Montana.”

The quaint town is 
much more than meets the 
eye as it includes plenty 
of activities and events to 
those visiting. The town 
offers a mix of restaurants, 
a motel, a splash pad, a 
community garden, and 
Vista Park, the home of 
one of Wyoming’s most 
popular summer events, 
the Nowoodstock Festival 
in August

The town also features 
multiple amazing stops 
like the Ten Sleep Brewery, 
or the Red Reflet Guest 
Ranch and the Ten Sleep 
Rock Ranch. The ranch of-
fers plenty of seasonal and 
year round activities such 
as horseback riding, cattle 
activities, fishing, a fitness 
center, yoga and mountain 
biking. 

Ten Sleep Brewery Co. 
is also locally owned and 
is located one mile west 
of Ten Sleep. They have 
weekly events showcasing 
local music and food tal-
ents. They feature camping 
on their acreage for tents 
and smaller campers.

The Ten Sleep Climbing 
Festival is also hosted by 
the brewery as well. 

Purchased by climbing 
enthusiasts, The Rock 

Ranch offers camping, 
showers, Wi-Fi, and cabin 
rentals at the mouth of 
Ten Sleep Canyon and, of 
course, all the rock climb-
ing the canyon has to offer.

Circle J Ranch in scenic 
Ten Sleep Canyon offers 
camping, cabins, tween 
camps, retreats, weddings 
and many fun events 
throughout the year. The 
annual Apple Festival 
in October is Circle J’s 
largest fundraiser, held 
each autumn with the 
apple harvest. An average 
of 6,000 pounds of apples 
are harvested each year. 
Activities will include 
apple bobbin, dancing, 
chili, apple pie, apple cider, 
vendors, crafters, pumpkin 
painting, outdoor games 
and more.

Including the numerous 
activities and great stops, 
Ten Sleep is also the host 
of plenty of events. These 
events include the Fourth 
of July rodeo and parade, 
the youth rodeo in July, , 
the Nowoodstock Festival 
in August, Hunter Fest in 
October and the Christmas 
parade of lights.

The Ten Sleep Recre-
ation District provides an 
outdoor theater during the 
summer featuring a 20-feet 
tall, 20-foot wide screen at 
the rodeo grounds. Movies 
are once a month on Sat-
urday starting in May.

The Ten Sleep town 
park features a splash pad 
and there is an ice skating 
rink provides fun in the 
winter.

Just down the road 
is the Ten Sleep Fish 
Hatchery. It is one of the 
smallest facilities in the 
state but produces over 2 
million fish each year. The 

ALEX KUHN
The Ten Sleep Fourth of July Parade is fun for the whole 
family.
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Celebrating its 
21st Nowood-
stock is a three-

day music festival, held on 
the banks of the Ten Sleep 
Creek in Ten Sleep’s Vista 
Park.

Originally a locals-only 
jam session, the festival 
has grown into a ful-
ly-sponsored event, with 
food and craft vendors, 
and featuring musical acts 
from all around the world. 
The festival is a sanctioned 

Wyoming Arts Council 
event, and sponsored by 
the National Endowment 
for the Arts.

The festival is tradition-
ally held the second week 
in August, for 2022 that 
will be Aug. 12-14.

This year features 
Jalan Crossland, Liam and 
Layne Jordan, Christian 
Wallowing Bull, Littlest 
Bird, Cory McDaniel 
Duo, Tom Amend Octet, 
Wolves in Cheap Cloth-

ing, The Patti Fiasco, 10 
Cent Stranger and Audrey 
Truman.

For more information, 
and schedule, visit www.
nowoodstock.com.

hatchery also incubates 6 million eggs 
from several different brood sources 
around the state. The hatchery is 
manned by three permanent personnel 
who are responsible for the care and 
maintenance of the facility as well as 
the hatching and rearing of several 
species of trout including rainbow, 
brook, cutthroat, splake, and tiger 
trout.

TEN SLEEP MUSEUM: PAYING 
HOMAGE TO THE PAST

This little town with a big heart 
is home to the Ten Sleep Museum. A 
free museum that pays homage to the 
town, its residents and its past.

“Museums used to be called curios-
ity boxes and that’s what this is,” Ten 
Sleep Museum manager Gloria Cutt 
said. “Nearly everything in the mu-
seum has been donated by Ten Sleep 

residents and their families. We really 
do have very generous people in Ten 
Sleep,” she added.

The Ten Sleep Museum has four 
buildings that curious people are free 
to explore at their leisure. The origi-
nal building houses restrooms which 

are open to the public. The buildings 
include the original building featur-
ing antiques. Alongside that, there’s a 
little room, which was the birthplace 
of the museum upon opening in May 
1970 that’s been converted from a lit-
tle milk house to an old nursery. The 
little room had received an expansion 
in 1975 and is also a home to plenty 
of different exhibits, two of the most 
significant ones being the Spring 
Creek Raid Exhibit and the dinosaur 
fossil exhibit.

The Ten Sleep Museum doesn’t 
charge an admission fee but dona-
tions are greatly appreciated as the 
museum is mainly funded by fund-
raisers and donations. 

The museum is open Monday 
through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
from May to November.

SETH ROMSA         
The Ten Sleep Splash Pad in Vista 
Park is a great place to cool off from 
the summer heat.

SETH ROMSA         
John Roberts y Pan Blanco brought the energy to their 
performance during Nowoodstock in 2021.



For the last 8 years, Dr. Brandon Butte has provided 
general surgery needs for our community and 

continues to accept new patients. Brett Argeris, 
born and raised in Worland, provides Orthopedic and 

Sports Medical care.  

Watch for our upcoming news—Banner Health is 
bringing a new orthopedic provider to the 

Big Horn Basin. 
Dr. Brandon Butte

General Surgery

New 
Orthopedic 

Provider

Brett Argeris, PA-C
OrthopedicsCall  307-347-5810 to make an appointment.

STAY TUNED! 

MAKING HEALTH CARE EASIER 
SO LIFE CAN BE BETTER. 

Banner Health is committed to help improve your health.  
We start taking calls, starting at 7am, Monday through Friday.

Family Practice & Obstetrics

Oncology

Surgical Services

Dr. Mark Flinner 
Family Practice, OB

Dr. Amber Moss
Family Practice, OB

Dr. Whitney Hine
Family Practice, OB

Shantay Stallings, PA-C 
Family Practice  & Sleep Medicine

Call  307-347-2555 to schedule today. Our providers are accepting new patients.

We are here to help with your cancer treatment, with expertise and compassion.  If you or someone you love is diagnosed 

for local infusion treatments and chemotherapy. Outreach clinics are available throughout the basin.  
We coordinate each patient’s treatments based on the best location for the patient. 

Appointments are available in Lovell, Thermopolis, and Worland. 

Patty Tapia, LPN
Oncology

Call  307-347-5810 to schedule today.

Tracey Viktorin
Oncology Patient 

Navigator

Dr. Sameh Abuerreish
Oncology, Hematology, 

Internal Medicine

Rachel Larson, RN
Infusions
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The Big Horn 
Basin is full of 
free and fabulous 

recreational opportuni-
ties on YOUR public land 
managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management. Staffs 
at the Cody and Worland 
field offices are happy to 
assist with trip planning. 
It’s always a good idea to 
check with the BLM for 
current road conditions and 
for more information. Many 
of the dirt roads leading to 
these areas are not suitable 
for low clearance vehicles 
and may become impass-
able when wet.

BADLANDS 
Some of the best bad-

lands around can be found 
on public land in the Big 
Horn Basin, including the 
Gooseberry Badlands and 
those within the Bobcat 
Draw, Honeycombs, Red 
Butte and Sheep Mountain 
wilderness study areas. 
The dramatic scenery of 
the badlands provides for a 
variety of primitive recre-
ation opportunities such 
as geologic sightseeing, 
photography, backpacking, 
hiking, horseback riding, 
rock collecting, wildlife 
viewing and hunting. 

Gooseberry Badlands: 
Travelers along Wyoming 
Highway 431 are treated to 
a panoramic view of col-
orful desert and dramatic 
natural features at the 
Gooseberry Badlands Sce-
nic Overlook. The 1.5-mile 
trail offers hikers a way 
to explore the steep-sided 
cliffs, hoodoos and pedestals 
of the colorful badlands. 
Interpretive trail guides are 
available at the overlook, 25 
miles west of Worland, or at 

the Worland Field Office. 
Honeycombs: Not far 

from Worland, hardy hikers 
wanting to get away from 
it all in the badlands can 
explore the Honeycombs 
Wilderness Study Area. The 
sharply eroded, strongly 
dissected badlands include 
colors varying from reds, 
pinks and purples to shades 
of brown and tan. These 
colors are most vivid near 
sunrise and sunset when 
the entire area glows in 
the soft light. To reach the 
Honeycombs, take US High-
way 16 from Worland east 
for approximately 15 miles. 
Turn right on Blue Bank 
Road (BLM Road 1411) and 
follow for about 5 miles to 
where it becomes the north-
east boundary of the WSA. 

TRAILS/RECREATION 
AREAS/SCENIC AREAS

Bald Ridge Trail

This horseback riding 
and hiking trail loops 
for 7.2 miles through 
BLM-managed public 
lands and state land to 
Bald Ridge in the Shosho-
ne National Forest. The 
elevation ranges from 4,880 
feet to 8,400 feet. Spectac-
ular views of the Clarks 
Fork of the Yellowstone 
River to the west and of 
Heart Mountain to the 
east await you. Pronghorn, 
mule deer, moose, elk, and 
grizzly and black bears may 
be encountered along this 
trail. Waterfowl are often 
found at the lakes near the 
trailhead and soaring rap-
tors are often sighted. The 
trail is steep and arduous 
requiring good physical 
condition of both humans 
and horses. The trail is 
marked by trail signs and 
then rock cairns as it winds 

up Bald Ridge. The middle 
and upper portions are not 
marked or constructed; 
users must pick their own 
route up the mountain. 
This site is located 18 miles 
north of Cody off Wyoming 
State Highway 120. Turn 
left onto Park County Road 
7RP and continue approx-
imately 5 miles; look for 
the Hogan-Luce Trailhead 
sign and take a left onto the 
1-mile long access road to 
the site. BLM-administered 
public lands in this area are 
closed to human presence 
from Jan. 1–April 30 each 
year to protect wintering 
big game.

Big Cedar Ridge Fossil 
Site

The Big Cedar Ridge 
Fossil Site is located in the 
great wide-open southeast 
of Worland. Seventy mil-
lion years ago, a mudflow 

RENEE LUND
The sun rises in the Fifteen Mile Herd Management, managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management.
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of volcanic ash suddenly 
entombed the entire land-
scape around Big Cedar 
Ridge. The plants were 
fossilized where they were 
growing. In the past 20 
years, scientists have iden-
tified over 100 new plant 
species and have been able 
to distinguish at least five 
different types of insects 
that fed on the plants at 
Big Cedar Ridge. Inter-
pretive panels discuss the 
geology and illustrate the 
fossilized plants of the area.

On BLM-managed land, 
reasonable amounts of com-
mon plant and invertebrate 
fossils (like those from 
leaves, cones, seeds, clams 
and corals) can be collected 
for personal use. Vertebrate 
fossils (like those from 
dinosaurs, fish and turtles) 
and archaeological artifacts 
cannot be collected without 
permission from the local 
BLM office. To reach Big 
Cedar Ridge, travel east 
from Worland on U.S. High-
way 16 for approximately 
15 miles then turn south 
onto BLM Road 1411 (Blue 
Bank Road). Follow Blue 
Bank Road for 14.5 miles 
and look for a parking area 
and interpretive panels on 
the right (west side of the 
road).

Bobcat/Houlihan  
Trailhead

The picturesque Bob-
cat/Houlihan Trailhead is 
surrounded by the magnif-
icent Absaroka Mountains 
located deep in the South 
Fork Shoshone River Valley. 
This popular trail features 
a moderately steep hike to 
the Shoshone National For-
est boundary, suitable for 
horseback riding and hik-
ing. Fishing access to the 
South Fork of the Shoshone 
River is also available ad-
jacent to the trailhead. The 
site features horse trailer 

parking, horse hitching 
rails, food storage boxes, 
picnic tables, a fire ring and 
toilet facilities. Camping 
is allowed. This is grizzly 
bear country, so be bear 
aware and maintain a clean 
campsite. The trailhead is 
located 28 miles southwest 
of Cody. Travel on Wyo-
ming State Highway 291 
(the South Fork Highway) 
28 miles. Turn right onto 
Park County Road 6EH and 
travel approximately three 
miles to the trailhead. 

Castle Gardens Scenic 
Area

Explore fabulous hoodoos 
and other cool formations at 
the Castle Gardens Scenic 
Area near Ten Sleep. Prim-
itive camping is permitted 
and shade structures, 
tables, grills, fire rings and 
restrooms also make this 
a great day-use area. You 
will, however, need to pack 
in your own water and pack 
out your own trash. The 
turnoff to Castle Gardens 
is approximately 2 miles 
west of Ten Sleep on U.S. 
Highway 16. A dirt road 
and signs lead to the site 
about 6 miles south of the 
highway.
Cottonwood Creek Trail 

Vistas of the Big Horn 
Basin and the magnificent 
and inspiring canyon (walls 
exceed 1000 feet) can be en-

joyed along this trail up the 
west slope of the Big Horn 
Mountains. Many song-
birds and wildflowers can 
be found along the trail in 
summer. At the trailhead, 
you will find an interpretive 
kiosk, five camp sites with 
fire rings, picnic tables, 
restroom, four horse corrals, 
horse watering trough and 

food storage boxes (this is 
bear country!). From Lovell, 
take U.S. Highway 14A 
east for approximately 10 
miles. Immediately past the 
causeway on the east side of 
Bighorn Lake, turn left onto 
John Blue Canyon Road/
BLM Road #1122. Take the 
first road on the right and 
travel roughly 5 miles until 
you reach the campground 
and trailhead.

Duck Swamp  
Interpretive Area

Just five minutes from 
downtown Worland, this 
81-acre oxbow lake and 
marsh is a cut-off mean-
der of the Bighorn River. 
Visitors can hike a 1-mile 
interpretive loop overlook-
ing the wetland to view 
and learn about its many 
residents: song birds, wad-
ing birds, ducks, raptors, 
muskrats, mink, beaver and 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Gooseberry Badlands, 25 miles west of Worland, in-
cludes a 1.5-mile trail for hiking or biking.
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others. The area is about 
3 miles north of Worland 
on Wyoming Highway 433. 
Paved path, drinking water, 
restroom, car and bus park-
ing, barbecue and covered 
picnic tables are available 
for day-use.

Four Bear Trail
Spectacular views of 

the North Fork Shoshone 
River valley and fascinating 
volcanic spires, turrets and 
banded rock formations can 
be found along the Four 
Bear Trail west of Cody. 
The trail is suitable for 
horseback riding, hiking 
and limited mountain 
biking and the elevation 
ranges from 5,600 feet to 
7,600 feet. Facilities at the 
trailhead include an infor-
mation kiosk, horse trailer 
parking, horse hitching 
rails, a picnic table and 
restroom. The trail provides 
access to Four Bear Moun-
tain, climbing north ap-
proximately 4 miles to the 
Shoshone National Forest 
boundary where it connects 
to many trails on the forest. 
Wildlife such as deer, elk, 
grizzly and black bear, and 
numerous bird species such 
as golden eagles and moun-
tain bluebirds are often 
seen in the area. Be aware, 
this is grizzly bear country! 
The trailhead is located 17 
miles west of Cody on U.S. 
Highway 14/16/20 (the road 
to Yellowstone). Turn right 
at the Four Bear Trailhead 
sign.

Hogan and Luce  
Recreation Area

This recreation site 
north of Cody provides 
opportunities for camping, 
picnicking, fishing, hiking 
and horseback riding. It is 
also the location of a com-
prehensive project to make 
the site more accessible for 
visitors with disabilities, 
which includes accessible 

picnic tables, fire rings, 
bear boxes and accessible 
canoe/kayak dock. The 
reservoirs sport robust 
populations of trophy-sized 
rainbow, cutthroat and hy-
brid trout. The site includes 
two bathrooms, five camp-
sites, a horse corral and two 
reservoirs for fishing and 
boating. Fish at Hogan Res-
ervoir or take a ¼-mile hike 
to Luce Reservoir, known 
for its excellent catch-
and-release fishing oppor-
tunities. The site’s close 
proximity to Cody makes 
it a perfect recreational 
opportunity for Yellowstone 
National Park visitors 
looking for a little peace 
and quiet. Travel 18 miles 
north of Cody on Wyoming 
Highway 120. Turn left onto 
Park County Road 7RP and 
continue approximately 5 
miles to the Hogan-Luce 
Trailhead sign. Be aware, 
this is grizzly bear country!

Lone Tree Trail
Looking for a short but 

challenging hike, leading 
to a magnificent view? The 

3/4-mile Lone Tree Trail, 
located on public land 
near Hyattville, starts out 
mellow before becoming 
a steep and rocky descent 
into scenic Paintrock 
Canyon and to Paintrock 
Creek, where it meets the 
Paintrock Canyon Trail. 
From Medicine Lodge 
State Park, travel the Cold 
Springs Road for approx-
imately 7 miles and turn 
onto the signed two-track. 
Horses and mountain 
bikes are not recommend-
ed.

McCullough Peaks 
The McCullough Peaks, 

just east of Cody, are home 
to the famous McCullough 
Peaks wild horses. The herd 
management area encom-
passes more than 100,000 
acres of land, including the 
McCullough Peaks Wilder-
ness Study Area. Explore 
the colorful and rugged bad-
lands and find the popular, 
highly visible and easily 
photographed wild horses. 
The panoramic views from 
the top of the McCullough 

Peaks are epic and include 
not only the area’s bad-
lands but views of Heart 
Mountain, the Beartooth 
Mountains and the Absa-
roka Range. To access the 
area from U.S. Highway 
14/16/20, turn north onto 
either the McCullough 
Peaks Road #1212 or the 
Whistle Creek Road #1213 
(near mile marker 74). This 
well-graded road is marked 
by a large kiosk. 

For your safety, and for 
the safety of the horses, 
please maintain a distance 
of at least 300 feet from wild 
horses, move back if they 
approach and never follow 
pregnant mares. Approach-
ing wild horses during the 
foaling season (February 
through July) may result in 
foal abandonment. 

Red Gulch/Alkali 
Backcountry Byway
Discover the wonders 

of the Red Gulch/Alka-
li National Backcountry 
Byway—a 32-mile scenic 
drive on improved grav-
el and dirt roads between 
Shell and Hyattville. As 
you tour, you will experi-
ence rolling red badlands 
and picturesque vistas of 
the Big Horn Mountains. 
High clearance and dry 
roads are recommended to 
explore this off-the-beaten-
path gem, which includes 
the Red Gulch Dinosaur 
Tracksite. Contact the Wor-
land Field Office for cur-
rent road conditions.

Salt Lick Trail
This rugged 1.5-mile 

trail near Ten Sleep offers 
fantastic scenic views, an 
impressive display of flora 
and fauna, and moderate-
ly challenging climbs and 
descents. The trail winds 
up the northern wall of the 
canyon as it skirts massive 
cliffs of limestone to take 
hikers to the canyon rim. 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Salt Lick Trail is a rugged 1.5-mile trail near Ten Sleep.
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Once out of the canyon, 
hikers enjoy spectacular 
views of the surrounding 
Big Horn Basin and Big 
Horn and Absaroka moun-
tain ranges from an eleva-
tion of 5,700 feet. The trail 
continues northeast along 
flats and through forests 
lined with the deep side 
canyons of the Big Horn 
Mountains. The trail then 
changes direction to the 
south for views of Salt Lick 
Creek and to complete the 
loop back to the trailhead. 
A restroom and an infor-
mation kiosk are located 
at the trailhead. The Salt 
Lick Trail is located along 
U.S. Highway 16 in Tens-
leep Canyon, approximate-
ly 6 miles east of Ten Sleep. 
Turn at the Salt Lick Trail 
sign.

Sheep Mountain Trail
The Sheep Mountain 

Trail is a foot/horse trail 

that winds up an impres-
sive box canyon to the top 
of Sheep Mountain, where 
visitors have the freedom 
to explore over 25,000 
acres of BLM-adminis-
tered public lands. The 
area provides abundant 
recreational activities such 
as hiking, horseback rid-
ing, hunting, wildlife view-
ing, sightseeing and shed 
hunting. The trail is locat-
ed near Buffalo Bill State 
Park along U.S. Highway 
14 connecting Cody to Yel-
lowstone National Park. 
Head west from Cody ap-
proximately 12 miles from 
the North and South Fork 
Road intersection and turn 
south onto County Road 
6KV. Travel south over 
Gibbs Bridge to the inter-
section of C.R. 6KV and 
Stagecoach Trail Road. 
Turn east and drive 1.1 
miles and head south to 

the gravel pit. Park at the 
gravel pit on the west side 
of the gravel road or drive 
further south to access an-
other abandoned gravel pit 
on the east side of the road. 
If you have a rugged high 
clearance vehicle, continue 
to drive over 0.25 mile to 
the kiosk.

Visit www.blm.gov/wy-
oming or www.recreation.
gov/ for more information 
on these and other pub-
lic land recreation areas, 
or stop by the Cody Field 
Office (1002 Blackburn 
Street) or the Worland 
Field Office (101 South 
23rd Street).

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
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On the Western 
slope of the 
famous Big Horn 

Mountains lays the Med-
icine Lodge Archeological 
Site. The site (100 acres) 
and the surrounding Medi-
cine Lodge Wildlife Habitat 
Management Area (12,700 
acres) provide a number of 
recreation opportunities in-
cluding viewing the ancient 
petroglyphs that make the 
area so famous. 

Medicine Lodge was 
homesteaded in 1884 by 
Byron F. Wickwine and 
was used as a cattle ranch. 
However, it was purchased 
in 1972 and established 
through a cooperative 
management agreement 
with the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Commission, 
State Land and Farm Loan 
Office and the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management.  

Those looking to fish 
or hunt will be pleased to 
find that the park is home 
to winter elk, mule deer, 
trout and more. The area 
remains one of the best 
fishing spots in the state. 

The area itself offers 
overnight camping, wilder-
ness trail and grassland 

exploration, public corrals 
for horseback riding and 
an interpretive center to 
learn more about the site’s 
rich native history. The 
visitor center offers plenty 
of exhibits, some including 
the natural history exhibits 
and the elk exhibit. Offered 
by the site are plenty of 
outdoor activities and in-
terpretive programs during 
the summer. The park 
provides a mass collection 
of shooting sports, junior 
archaeology, movie nights 
and arts and crafts during 
the summertime. 

Summertime activities 
are offered from May until 

August and include movie 
nights, slip-n-slide, histor-
ical talks, kids crafts and 
more.

There is an annual 
Halloween event in Octo-
ber and Wickwire winter 
games late in the year. 
Other wintertime activities 
include ice skating and ice 
hockey at the rink with 
the park providing skates, 
helmets and sticks. There 
is the Statewide First Day 
Hike on Jan. 1.

Exhibits are under 
construction for the new 
cultural center at the site 
with grant funding provid-
ed by the Helmsley Chari-

table Trust.
WILDLIFE AND 

PLANTS
Tall sandstone canyon 

and cold creeks are framed 
by an abundance of differ-
ent natural grasses and 
plants including Wyoming 
sagebrush and the state 
flower, Indian paintbrush. 
One can find plenty of 
shade under the diversity 
of trees found throughout 
the area. Cottonwood trees, 
willows chokecherry and 
boxelder trees stand tall 
through the site. 

The site provides the 
opportunity to see wildlife, 
follow trails, fish, explore 
and visit the apple orchard 
or public corrals. Plants, 
insects, arachnids, birds, 
reptiles, mammals, geol-
ogy and vegetation zones 
inhabit this area. 

Great horned owls can 
be heard screeching at 
night, nesting in trees or 
hunting down cottonwood 
rabbits and other vermin. 
Monarch butterflies fly 
through the air, visiting 
flower after flower. Birds, 
such as the belted kingfish-
er or the American kestrel, 
soar through the sky. 

Taking a trip to Big-
horn National For-
est is more than 

just a routine outing. It’s a 
great way to restore your 
well-being while reconnect-
ing with friends and family 
as you enjoy a beautiful 
outdoor place with a colorful 
western history. 

The Big Horn Forest Re-
serve was created by Pres-
ident Grover Cleveland’s 
Presidential Proclamation 
on February 22, 1897. In 

1905, under President The-
odore Roosevelt, the Forest 
Reserves were absorbed 
into the US Forest Service. 
On July 2, 1908, President 
Roosevelt signed Executive 
Order 908, changing the 
name to the Bighorn Na-
tional Forest from the two 
word “Big Horn” title.

CAMPING
The Bighorn National 

Forest offers 30 camp-
grounds, four group camp-
grounds, 10 picnic areas, two 

interpretive sites, one down-
hill ski area, five cross-coun-
try ski areas, eight lodges, 
three historic fire lookouts, 
and thousands of miles of 
roads and trails to access 
the interior of the Forest.

WILDLIFE
The Bighorn National 

Forest offers an amazing 
opportunity to view over 300 
species of wildlife in their 
natural habitats. These 
habitats range from low 
elevation deciduous riparian 

woodlands to alpine tundra. 
Small creatures like the por-
cupine, pika, yellow-bellied 
marmot, gophers, rabbits, 
chipmunks and squirrels 
abound on the land, along 
with the beaver, water vole, 
and a variety of frog species 
in the riparian, pond, and 
stream systems. 

Moose, mule deer, and elk 
are commonly seen while 
traveling through the Big-
horns. The area is also home 
to rarely seen and elusive 

TRACIE MITCHELL
The Medicine Lodge State Archaeological Site, known 
for its long petroglyph wall, also has fishing and camp-
ing opportunities.
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animals such as black bear, 
bobcat, wolves, coyotes, and 
bighorn sheep. Birding is a 
growing pastime on the For-
est. There is a large variety 
of waterfowl, gulls, terns, 
sandhill crane, and herons. 
Many raptor species like 
the bald eagle, golden eagle, 
osprey, and a variety of owls 
can be seen and heard in 
the summer months along 
with a diversity of warblers, 
flycatchers, sparrows and 
many more.

BYWAYS
Three scenic byways 

traverse the Bighorns: the 
Medicine Wheel Passage, 
the Big Horn Scenic Byway, 
and the Cloud Peak Skyway.

Opportunities to enjoy 
the outdoors are diverse on 
the Bighorn National For-
est. A few points of interest 
include Shell, Porcupine 
and Bucking Mule Falls to 
the northwest, Sibley Lake 
on the northeastern side, 
and Sheep Mountain and 
James T. Saban Fire look-
outs on the southern end.

Shell Falls
This easy stop along 

Highway 14 features a re-
built interpretive trail. 
There are several informa-
tive interpretive signs along 
the trail and at the site. 
Come learn about the area 
and enjoy the thunder of a 
close-up look at Shell Creek 
as it plummets 120 feet (36 
meters) into Shell Canyon. 
Viewpoints also offer the op-
portunity to observe bighorn 
sheep and other wildlife.

Porcupine Falls
This .4 mile (.6 kilome-

ters) hike into the steep 
canyon of Porcupine Creek 
brings visitors to the edge 
of a refreshing pool fed by a 
dramatic nearly 150 foot (46 
meters) drop waterfall. If one 
looks closely they will notice 
signs of a historic mining 
operation with relic cables, 

rock talus, and exploration 
pits. The road to the mining 
area has been converted to 
a trail, which has over 200 
wooden and rock steps add-
ed to ease the strain of the 
steep decent and ascent on 
hikers. The Forest Service 
asks that people visiting the 
popular area keep their dogs 
on a leash and it is not open 
to horse use due to the trail 
design. It is reached by For-
est System Road (FSR) 14 
off of Highway 14A.
Bucking Mule Falls Trail

The 17-mile (27 kilome-
ters) long Bucking Mule 
Falls Trail, a National Recre-
ation Trail, takes visitors up 
and down canyon walls and 
along the rims of Porcupine 
Creek and Devil Canyon. It 
provides dramatic views of 
canyons and multiple side 
drainage waterfalls along 
the way. The three-mile (5 
kilometers) hike (one way) 
from Bucking Mule Falls 
Trailhead to the overlook of 
Bucking Mule Falls is the 
most popular and well used 
portion of the trail. The over-
look provides a spectacular 
view of the nearly 400-foot 
(122 meters) waterfall drop. 

The trail is open to 
non-motorized use including 
horse, hiking, and bicycling. 
It is important to have a 
map and compass or a GPS 
unit. The trail is marked 
but is faint through mead-
ows once it passes the over-
look. It is reached by Forest 
System Road (FSR) 14 off 
of Highway 14A. Bridge 
repairs are slated for this 
trail in late August through 
mid-September.  

Please contact the local 
Forest Service office in Grey-
bull in case of closures.

Sibley Lake 
Recreation Area

This popular recreation 
area is conveniently located 
off of Highway 14. It has two 

picnic areas, a campground 
with an electrical hook-up 
loop, and a fishing dock. It 
is the gateway to a 15-mile 
Nordic trail system that is 
also frequented by hikers 
and horse users in the sum-
mer. Electric motorboats 
are welcome on the lake 
as well as human-powered 
craft such as canoes, kayaks 
and inflatables (don’t forget 
your Wyoming Game & Fish 
Aquatic Invasive Species 
sticker). 

Sheep Mountain Fire
Lookout

If you’re looking for an 
interesting place to spend a 
summer night, Sheep Moun-
tain Fire Lookout has been 
converted to a rental cabin 
with primitive amenities. 
The 360 panoramic views 

offer amazing star gazing 
opportunities and a beauti-
ful sunrise and sunset van-
tage point. The lookout was 
built in 1950 by the Forest 
Service and used through 
the early 1970s to spot fires. 
Even if you opt out of spend-
ing the night, the area offers 
great cross-country hiking 
opportunities and a beauti-
ful view.

LEAVE NO TRACE
•Plan ahead and pre-

pare
•Travel and camp on 

durable surfaces
•Dispose of waster 

properly
•Minimize campfire im-

pacts 
•Respect wildlife
•Be considerate of other 

visitors

RENEE LUND
Shell Falls in the northern Big Horn National Forest.
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Visitors to the re-
gion can enjoy an 
immense amount 

of access to public land to 
pursue a variety of outdoor 
recreational activities. 

In addition, the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Depart-
ment works with private 
landowners through the 
Access Yes program to 
provide hunting access 
to over 290,000 areas of 
private land within the Big 
Horn Basin and 22 miles 
of stream and river access 
along with 20 acres of ponds 
for fishing access. 

YELLOWTAIL WHMA
Game and Fish also 

manages five Wildlife 
Habitat Management Areas 
(WHMA) in the Big Horn 
Basin that provide over 
53,000 areas of access for 
hunting, fishing and other 
outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities. The largest WHMA 
in the Big Horn Basin and 
best known for its game 
bird hunting and numerous 
fishing opportunities, is the 
19,500-acre Yellowtail Wild-
life Habitat Management 
Area just east of Lovell. 

Recreational opportuni-
ties are abundant on Yellow-
tail and include everything 
from wildlife watching and 
birding to hunting and 
fishing. Almost five miles of 
quality fishing is available 
year-round along the Big 
Horn and Shoshone Riv-
ers while several ponds on 
Yellowtail offer excellent 
community fisheries. Ice 
fishermen on Bighorn Lake 
can enjoy catching sauger, 
ling and catfish throughout 
the winter and according 
to Cody Region Fisheries 
Supervisor Sam Hochhalter, 
the catfishing on Big Horn 
Lake in the spring and sum-
mer is spectacular. 

During the fall, Yellow-
tail offers ample opportu-
nities to harvest waterfowl 
and game birds. Pheasants 
are stocked once or twice a 
week on Yellowtail during 
the fall pheasant hunting 
season. Although produc-
tion varies seasonally, an 
average of 3,500 birds are 
released each year. With op-
portunities to harvest both 
wild and stocked pheasants, 
it’s a great place to train a 
dog or have a young hunter 
harvest a bird. If you are 
lucky enough to draw a tag, 
Yellowtail offers a great 
opportunity to harvest a 
turkey in the spring. Deer 
hunting is a popular past 
time on Yellowtail also and 
an antlered mule deer or 
any white-tailed deer can be 
harvested on a general deer 
license during the last two 
weeks of October.

HUNTING
With terrain ranging 

from sagebrush flats to 
rugged mountain peaks, the 
Big Horn Basin offers di-
verse hunting opportunities. 
Sportsmen have the oppor-
tunity to apply for licensees 

to harvest much sought af-
ter big game species such as 
mule deer, elk, and bighorn 
sheep. Hunters can also 

purchase licenses to pursue 
mountain lion, black bear, 
small game, upland game 
birds and waterfowl.

JANE ELLIOTT
Wyoming wildlife in the Big Horn Basin are worth hunting whether for photo opportu-
nities, viewing or food on the table.
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Fishing is one of the 
favorite pastimes 
in the Big Horn 

Basin with ample oppor-
tunity for lake or stream 
fishing on Forest Service 
and Game and Fish lands.

There are three main 
reservoirs providing oppor-
tunity for anglers from the 
shore or via boat — Boysen 
Reservoir in Hot Springs 
and Fremont counties south 
of Thermopolis, Big Horn 
Lake in Big Horn County 
just outside of Lovell and 
Buffalo Bill Reservoir in 
Park County west of Cody. 
There is quite a variety of 
fish in the reservoirs in-
cluding trout, bass, walleye, 
sauger, catfish and stur-
geon.

There are a variety of 
mountain lakes in both the 
Bighorn National Forest 
on the east side of the Big 
Horn Basin and in the Sho-
shone National Forest on 
the west side of the Basin, 
as well as many rivers and 
creeks.

When you go fishing in 
the Bighorn National For-
est you’re probably going to 
catch a trout or two.

The forest has 1,300 
miles of cold water trout 
streams; 5,200 acres of cold 
water lakes, reservoirs and 
ponds and 45,000 acres of 
riparian areas on the forest. 

Fishing on the Bighorn 
National Forest means 
trout fishing. The Bighorn 
National Forest has trout 
fishing in streams, lakes 
and reservoirs. Rainbow, 
Yellowstone cutthroat 
(native), Snake River 
cutthroat, eastern brook, 
brown, lake trout and gold-
en trout, as well as white-
fish, splake (lake trout 
and brook trout cross), 
and grayling are found 
in streams and mountain 
lakes. Bass, crappie, cat-
fish, and other warm water 
species inhabit lakes at 
lower elevations, generally 
off-forest. 

But there are also ample 

opportunity for lake fishing 
in the lower elevations as 
well with Wardell Reser-
voir near Otto in Big Horn 
County, Upper and Lower 
Sunshine near Meeteetse in 
Park County and Meadow-
lark Lake near Ten Sleep in 
Washakie County.

There are also smaller 
ponds near Basin and near 
Worland just off airport 
road.

There are three major 
rivers that run through the 
Big Horn Basin — Shosho-
ne River, Greybull River 
and the Big Horn River. The 
Big Horn River turns into 
the Wind River as you head 
south from Thermopolis. 

REGULATIONS
Make sure if you are 

fishing the Wind River 
that you check the fishing 
regulations as an addi-
tional license for the Wind 
River Indian Reservation is 
required in some areas.

Game and Fish regula-
tions are available wherev-
er licenses are sold. There 
are resident and nonres-
ident annual, daily and 
youth licenses available.

FREE FISHING DAY
You can fish without 

a license on Free Fish-
ing Day! Each year, the 
Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department designates the 
first Saturday of National 
Boating and Fishing Week 
as a free fishing day when 
anyone can fish in Wyoming 
without a fishing license. 
This year the day is Satur-
day, June 4.

National Boating and 
Fishing Week, June 4-12, 
2022, is a celebration that 
highlights the importance 
of recreational boating and 
fishing in enhancing quali-
ty of life and preserving our 
country’s national beauty. 
All fishing regulations, 
creel and size limits, gear 
restrictions, and stream 
closures remain in effect. 

Watch for details on the 
Wyoming Game and Fish 
website wgfd.wyo.gov.

JANE ELLIOTT
There are plenty of opportunities to fish in the Big Horn 
Basin with a variety of fish.
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The Big Horn 
Basin is home 
to four of 10 fish 

hatcheries and rearing 
facilities in the Cowboy 
State. These facilities are 
open to the public year-
round and offer visitors a 
unique opportunity to see 
fish at different develop-
mental stages and learn 
about Wyoming fisheries. 
Fish raised at these facil-
ities are stocked locally 
and statewide to supple-
ment fish populations and 
provide anglers ample 
opportunity to catch fish. 

Ten Sleep Fish 
Hatchery: The Ten Sleep 
Fish Hatchery was con-
structed in 1939 and is 
nestled in beautiful Ten 
Sleep Canyon nine miles 
east of the town of Ten 
Sleep off U.S. Highway 16. 
It is situated upstream 
from the confluence of 
Leigh Creek and Ten 
Sleep Creek at the base 
of the popular Big Horn 
Mountains. The hatchery 
is an integral part of the 
state’s fish culture system 
stocking approximately 
250,000 fish into Wyo-
ming’s waters.

Location: Located 8 
miles east of the town of 
Ten Sleep on Highway 16.

Wigwam Rearing Sta-
tion: The Wigwam Rear-
ing Station is situated on 
420 acres near the mouth 
of the Ten Sleep Canyon 
four miles east of the 
town of Ten Sleep. Prior to 
becoming a Wyoming state 
fish rearing facility, this 
location was a dude ranch. 
Wigwam was renovated 
from money that was 
generously allocated from 
the 2004 legislature, and 
construction was complet-

ed in 2005.
Location: 4 miles east of 

the town of Ten Sleep on 
Highway 16.

Tillett Springs Fish 
Hatchery: Located on the 
western slope of the Big 
Horn Mountains, Tillett 
Springs Rearing Station 
is approximately 17 miles 
northeast of Lovell, Wyo-
ming. The rearing station 
was constructed in 1958, 
and named for the Tillett 
Ranch. The ranch owners 
granted a 99-year lease 
for $1.00 to the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Depart-
ment for the property. 
Located a short distance 
from the Pryor Mountain 
Wild Horse Range and 
Bighorn Canyon Nation-
al Recreation Area, this 
facility offers visitors 
scenic beauty as well as 
the opportunity to view 
fish culture activities. The 

main focus of the rearing 
station is the care and 
maintenance of the Fire 
Hole Rainbow brood stock, 
but other species raised 
include brown trout and 
Snake River cutthroat 
trout.

Location: Two- and one-
half miles east of Lovell 
on U.S Highway 14A, then 
8.5 miles northeast on 
State Highway 37. Con-
tinue 5 miles on Crooked 
Creek Road.

Clarks Fork Fish 
Hatchery: Built along the 
Clark’s Fork River in the 
shadow of the Beartooth 
Mountains, the Clark’s 
Fork Fish Hatchery is 
29 miles north of Cody 
Wyoming, just a few miles 
off Highway 120. The 
hatchery sits on 195 acres 
of deeded Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department land 
that includes many public 

fishing access points. The 
hatchery, built in 1970, 
is the second largest fish 
hatchery in the state and 
offers a unique opportuni-
ty to view fish culture in 
progress.

Location: Located 
approximately 29 miles 
north of Cody on State 
Highway 120, at mile post 
#129.5 turn west on Coun-
ty Road 1AB. Follow 1AB 
for 5 miles, then travel 
east on county road 8VE 
for 1.9 miles. 

The Ten Sleep State Fish Hatchery is nestled in the beautiful Ten Sleep Canyon. The 
hatchery hosts a weekly guided tour, and the public is welcome anytime to tour on 
their own. 

WYOMING GAME AND FISH
Spawning operations un-
derway at Ten Sleep Fish 
Hatchery.
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Founded in 1897, 
the town of Ther-
mopolis lies at the 

southernmost point of the 
Big Horn Basin of Wyoming. 
Thermopolis is a recreation-
al and tourist community 
with attractions such as the 
Hot Springs State Park, the 
Historic Downtown District, 
the Wind River Canyon, and 
the nearby Boysen Reser-
voir. 

Thermopolis has a small-
town feel, with a popula-
tion of about 2,600 people. 
Thermopolis boasts the only 
stoplight in Hot Springs 
County, whose total popula-
tion is around 4,400.

—One of the highlights 
of a visit to Thermopolis is 
the “World’s Largest Min-
eral Hot Springs” located 
in Hot Springs State Park. 
Every year thousands of vis-
itors travel here to see out 
these therapeutic waters. 
Swimmers can enjoy a few 
indoor and outdoor hot wa-
ter pools, slides and steam 
caves. Many travelers come 
regularly to soak in the hot 
mineral water. 

—Hot Springs State 
Park is also a great place to 
stretch your legs or enjoy a 
walk around the rainbow 
terraces and walk on the 
historic swinging bridge. 
Make sure to check out the 
trails throughout the park, 
they are dual use for hikers 
and mountain bike enthusi-
asts.

Buffalo roam freely in 
designated areas around 
the Park and can be spotted 
easily from the car. In the 
summer months the Park 
is alive with the sounds of 
music and events. There are 
often free concerts and oth-
er events such as the Gift of 
the Waters Pageant and Wy-
oming Discovery Days held 

in Hot Springs State Park 
each summer.

About 30 miles northwest 
of Thermopolis is the Leg-
end Rock State Archaeolo-
gy Site. Where you can find 
petroglyphs at least 283 dif-
ferent drawings on 92 rock 
panels; some of them date 
back 10,000 years. It hosts 
some of the oldest and best 
examples of Dinwoody rock 
art in the world.

—The Wind River Can-
yon and Boysen State Park 
are located south of Thermo-
polis. Enjoy a relaxing drive 
along the Wind River Can-
yon Scenic Byway on your 
way to Boysen Reservoir or 
you can take a whitewater 
rafting trip down the Wind 
River Canyon. World class 
fishing is available at Boy-
sen State Park as well as in 
the Wind River or try your 
luck blue ribbon trout fish-
ing on the Big Horn River.

—Thermopolis features a 
wonderful 9-hole golf course 
with outstanding views of 
Roundtop Mountain and the 
town. Other recreational op-
portunities in Thermopolis 
include tennis courts, bas-
ketball courts, soccer fields, 
disc golf course, rodeo are-
na, miniature golf, and fair-
grounds.

—You can discover, ex-
plore, and excavate at The 
Wyoming Dinosaur Center, 
which provides a unique op-
portunity for visitors to dis-

cover the prehistoric world, 
and walk the same ground 
as ancient dinosaurs. This 
world class museum is 
open year around with dig 
sites open during summer 
months.

—Downtown you can find 
the local brewery-One Eyed 
Buffalo Brewing Company. 
They welcome you to come 
and take a tour and learn 
about their process. Enjoy 
a tour of Merlin’s Hide Out. 
Visitors can experience the 
tanning process. Wyoming’s 
first (legal) whiskey distill-
ery, Wyoming Whiskey, is 
located 12 miles north of 
Thermopolis in the town of 
Kirby. There is a gift shop all 
year.

In Thermopolis you will 
find unique shopping oppor-
tunities. Visit the Thermop-
olis-Hot Springs Chamber of 

Commerce website: thermo-
polischamber.org for a list of 
events happening.

HOT SPRINGS  
COUNTY MUSEUM &  
CULTURAL CENTER
The Hot Springs County 

Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter has been reviewed as 
one of the best small-town 
museums in the area. There 
are many exquisite exhibits 
of all types depicting life in 
the west. A special feature is 
the cherrywood bar from the 
Hole in The Wall Bar that 
Butch Cassidy and the Sun-
dance Kid often frequented. 

The museum houses the 
Western art exhibit of Nick 
Eggenhoffer. 

Across the street from the 
museum the vast collection 
continues with the petro-
leum building, agriculture 
building, BNSF caboose, 
poverty shack and the Mid-
dleton one-room school-
house, which was relocated 
from the Owl Creek area 
and recently refurbished

This family-friendly mu-
seum at 700 Broadway is 
open year-round: 9-5 Mon-
day- Saturday; from May 
to September; and 9-4 Mon-
day- Saturday from October 
to April. 

COURTESY
The Hole In the Wall Bar at Hot Springs County Museum.

KARLA POMEROY
Buffalo and their calves roam Hot Springs State Park.
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Located at the south entrance 
of the Wind River Canyon, 
at the base of the Owl Creek 

Mountains, Boysen State Park fea-
tures over 180 camp sites in three 
camping areas, all with access to 
Boysen Reservoir. The park is set near 
Shoshoni, Wyoming, 32 miles south of 
Thermopolis and the world’s largest 
hot springs.

According to the Wyoming State 
Parks, Historic Sites and Trails, Boy-
sen State Park offers three entrances: 
U.S. Highway 20 (east side), U.S. High-
way 26 (south side) and Bass Lake 
Road (west side).

Boysen State Park is one of the larg-
er parks in the State Park System. It 
is a lake-orientated park at the south 
end of the Owl Creek Mountains at 
the mouth of Wind River Canyon now 
part of the Wind River Canyon Scenic 
Byway. Located at the southern end of 
Wind River Canyon, Boysen was cre-

ated to control flow in the canyon, and 
reduce the risk of flooding the railroad.

According to park superintendent 
John Bass, the park offers a variety 
of activities and other features year-
round, such as camping, boating, 
fishing and camp sites in the summer 
and skating, skiing and ice-fishing in 
the winter. 

Other activities in the park include 
hunting, swimming and wildlife view-
ing. Thanks to different areas of the 

park, the park also provides a picnic 
area, seven different playgrounds and 
two volleyball courts.

With almost 20,000 acres of water 
throughout the park, Bass describes 
the park as an “oasis in the desert.”

In the summer, the park offers a 
variety of different fishing tourna-
ments as well. This winter, the park 
also started offering ice races and an 
ice fishing derby. 

The park also offers three different 
rental cabins along the river, complete 
with heating, cooling and furniture, 
along with a fire pit and picnic table. 
Reservations can be made by calling 
(877) 996-7275. 

Boysen Marina offers a bait shop, 
café and boat rentals.

There is a daily use fee and camp-
ing fee. Online reservations for camp-
ing are available. 

For more information visit http://
wyoparks.state.wy.us.

JANE ELLIOTT
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Once a wild and 
wooly cowboy 
town, home to the 

likes of Butch Cassidy and 
the Wild Bunch, Meeteetse 
is now an arts and cultural 
hub, retaining its classic 
western charm.

Featuring a dozen 
original buildings, walking 
tours, antique shops, and 
museums, Meeteetse is a 
prime destination for an 
afternoon in the Old West.

The downtown area 
features original board-
walks, period mercantile 
storefronts, and the famous 
Cowboy Bar and Café.

A Labor Day celebration 
includes a rodeo, parade, 
team roping, craft fair and 
more.

MEETEETSE 
MUSEUMS

The Meeteetse Muse-
ums consist of the Charles 
Belden Museum of Western 
Photography, the Meetee-
tse Museum, and the First 
National Bank Museum. 

The Belden Museum 
features the work of pho-
tographer Charles Belden, 
which document life on the 
Pitchfork Ranch from 1907 
through 1940. Belden’s 
work was published in 
National Geographic and 
The New York Times among 
others. Belden is a 2021 
recipient of the Wyoming 
Governor’s Arts Award.

Films made by Belden 
in the 1920s and 1930s 
are on view in the Belden 
Theatre and the Museum 
houses the personal memo-
rabilia of the photographer 
and his family including 
clothing, scrapbooks, and 
personal collections. One of 
these personal collections 
is a selection of artwork by 
Cody-area artist, Olive Fell. 
The Belden Museum also 

contains a natural history 
section exploring the Great-
er Yellowstone Ecosystem. 
On display are two large 
grizzly bears “Little Wahb” 
and “Big Joe.” 

The Meeteetse Museum 
tells the story of Meeteetse 
and the surrounding area 
through a series of exhibits 
showcasing historic events 
and local achievements. Ex-
hibits include “Mike Crock-
er’s Wild Sheep of North 
America,” “Made in Meetee-
tse: the Black-Footed Fer-
ret,” a Forest Service Cabin, 
“Meeteetse Mercantile,” 
“Carl Dunrud: Meeteetse’s 
Adventurer,” and the Tack 
and Saddle Room. Meetee-
tse Museum is also home to 
several western sculptures 
by the late Harry Jackson. 

The Bank Museum is in 
the restored First National 
Bank of Meeteetse, which 
served as Meeteetse’s bank 
from 1901 to 1975. The 
First National Bank is 
currently the only building 
in Meeteetse listed on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places and today tells 
the story of the bank, its 
founders and employees.

DOUBLE DEE TOUR
The Double Dee Guest 

Ranch was established in 
1931 by Carl Dunrud and 

operated almost continu-
ously until 1945. The ranch 
property, now part of the 
Shoshone National Forest, 
is located above 8,000 feet 
in the Absaroka Mountains, 
outside of Meeteetse, Wyo-
ming. 

During its years of 
operation, the Double Dee 
offered a remote escape for 
city dwellers and oppor-
tunities for western-style 
recreation and relaxation. 

The ranch entertained 
many famous guests, most 
notably aviatrix Amelia 
Earhart and her husband, 
George Putnam. 

The Double Dee had 
various owners after 
Dunrud sold it. Several 
of the original buildings 
constructed by Carl Dun-
rud and others remain and 
are accessible to the public. 
Historic structures include: 
a barn, various cabins, a 
dugout, garage with stone 
walls, masonry swimming 
pool, an outhouse, and the 
Lodge. The Lodge, the larg-
est structure at the ranch, 
is currently closed to the 
public.  

The July 23 Tour of the 
Historic Double Dee Guest 
Ranch departs from the 
Museums at 9 am sharp. 
For more information, email 

programs@meeteetsemuse-
ums.org or visit our website 
www.meeteetsemuseums.
org.

KIRWIN TOUR
The former mining town 

of Kirwin is located high 
in the Absaroka Moun-
tains, 38 miles southwest 
of Meeteetse. Its mining 
history began in 1881 when 
prospectors William Kirwin 
and Harry Adams discov-
ered ore while hunting in 
the area. 

When word got out, peo-
ple rushed to Kirwin and, 
by the early 1900s, the min-
ing town had a population 
of over 200. In addition to 
cabins to house the miners 
and their families, Kirwin 
had a hotel, boarding house, 
three general stores, a post 
office, and associated min-
ing structures. 

Due to the geologic con-
ditions of the mountain sur-
rounding Kirwin, mining 
was not viable long-term. 
The town’s demise was 
hastened further by a Jan-
uary 1907 avalanche, which 
destroyed the home and 
store of C. L. Tewksbury 
and killed three people. 

In 1992, the U.S. Forest 
Service acquired Kirwin 
through the efforts of the 
Mellon Foundation and the 
Nature Conservancy. The 
Forest Service maintains 
the historic structures 
to this day. A number of 
well-preserved buildings 
from Kirwin’s past are 
accessible to visitors. 

On Saturday, Aug. 6, 
the Meeteetse Museums 
will host an excursion to 
Kirwin. The tour begins at 
Kirwin at 10 a.m. Tour par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to meet at the Museum at 
8 am to depart at 8:30 am 
sharp for the mining town. 

JANE ELLIOTT
Some of the old structures still exist in Kirwin.
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The town of Basin 
is located in Big 
Horn County at 

the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 16/20 and Wyo-
ming Highway 30. It is the 
county seat and is home to 
historical buildings such as 
the courthouse and library. 

Incorporated in 1902, Ba-
sin is 60 miles east of Cody 
and 110 miles from Yellow-
stone National Park’s east 
entrance. A short drive east 
will put you in the Big Horn 
Mountains in 25 miles. 

Basin isn’t typically 
thought of as a “tourist” 
town as we only have one 
motel and one RV park. 
There are more in the 
neighboring community in 
Greybull. There is a bed and 
breakfast in Otto, which is 
west of Basin. We have a 
café, a grocery store, a gas 
station with a convenience 
store and a drive-thru coffee 
place. Food is also available 
at the one bar in town. 
There is a pizza truck that 
comes Monday evenings.

—In nearby Burlington 
you’ll enjoy a great pizza 
place that is in an old bank 
or sit down at the café 
in town. There is limited 
access to fuel in Burlington. 
There is also a place for 
dining in Manderson.

—We have a very large 
and beautiful park with a 
covered gazebo and play-
ground. It is a great place 
to stretch your legs, relax 
and let the kids run around. 
During the summer we 
have an outdoor pool and 
a fishing pond. There is a 
lighted walking path and 
baseball fields. Tennis and 
Pickleball courts are avail-
able in one of the smaller 
town parks.

—The boat ramp in Ba-

sin gives easy access to the 
Big Horn River for boating 
or fishing. There are bath-
rooms, picnic tables and a 
grassy area for day stays. It 
is also a great place to start 
a 4-wheeler drive out to the 
trailed badlands to the east. 

—If you need a Wi-Fi or 
computer visit the library. 

—The towns/areas of 
Hyattville, Burlington, Otto 
and Manderson offer a view 
into small town America. 
They all have free parks 
with playgrounds. Be sure 
you check out the petro-
glyphs in Hyattville at the 
Medicine Lodge Archaeolog-
ical Site and Wardell Reser-
voir for fishing/boating. It is 
located near Otto. 

The Basin Area Chamber 
has an active Facebook page 
where we share what is 
happening in the area every 
week and highlight what 
our members are featuring. 
You can find us at Basin 
Area Chamber/South Big 
Horn County. Our website 
is basincc.com.

ANNUAL EVENTS
May

The annual Hyattville 
Cowboy Carnival, Memorial 
Day weekend
June

Lilac Days, first week-
end. Activities include free 
outside movie Friday night, 
volleyball tournament, 
games, music, vendors, baby 
contest, princess contest 

and the crowning of the 
Lilac Queen. FREE
June/July 

 Entertainment in Wash-
ington Park is Thursday 
nights starting June 22-
July 28, 7-8 p.m. The park 
is behind the library and 
there is no charge. FREE

JULY-Pioneer Days in 
Burlington. Parade, games, 
BBQ, music 

August 
The Big Horn County 

Fair. Enjoy pig wrestling, 
a rodeo, music, demolition 
derby, vendors and dog 
shows. August 1-7. 
November 

Home For The Holi-
days-The Saturday after 
Thanksgiving. Lighted 
Christmas Parade, vendors, 
santa visits, food trucks, 
music, Tree Festival. FREE 
December 

Christmas Lights-Once 
voted the most lit up small 
town in Wyoming this is 
the place to go if you enjoy 
Christmas lights. 

Christmas Bazaar-sec-
ond weekend on Dec. 9 
a.m. - 1 p.m. at Fairgrounds. 
FREE

BARBARA ANNE GREENE    
The boat dock in Basin is a great place to access the 
river, have picnic or fish from the shore.
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Greybull, Wyoming, is in 
the foot of the Big Horn 
Mountains, on US High-

ways 14/16/20 between Yellowstone 
and Sheridan. As you travel to 
Greybull you will see breathtaking 
scenery all along Highway 14 such 
as the magnificent desert to moun-
tain panoramas and the valleys be-
tween Greybull and the Big Horns. 

—Situated east of Greybull is 
the Bureau of Land Management’s 
Red Gulch Dinosaur Tracksite that 
contains hundreds of three-toed 
theropod (meat-eating dinosaur) 
footprints, which are at least 1.64 
million years old. The site is con-
sidered one of the largest dinosaur 
tracksites in North America. Each 
summer, Geoscience Adventures, 
located 15 miles east of Greybull 
in Shell, offers educational field 
workshops in earth sciences lead 
by professional geoscientists. 

Other geological features in-
clude Sheep Mountain, which is 
rated as one of the world’s most 
classical examples of an anticline 
that is easily viewable. Another 
short drive is to Devil’s Kitchen, 
which contains colorful, eerie rock 
formations of weathered multi-col-
ored hills. 

—Heading a little further east 
on U.S. Highway 14 you will enter 
the magnificent Big Horn Moun-
tains, and before you begin your 

climb you will see the famous vol-
canic red dirt and Chimney Rock 
formation. 

Once in the mountains make 
time to stop at Shell Falls, where 
Shell Creek flows over granite rock 
at 3,600 gallons per second. There 
are walking trails, scenic views 
and a visitor center. 

—One mile west of Greybull is a 
one-of-a-kind museum, the Muse-
um of Flight and Aerial Firefight-
ing. This museum is dedicated to 
education related to the types of 
aircraft and fire-retardant systems 

that have evolved over the years 
into the aerial firefighting capa-
bilities used today. The museum 
displays old military planes that 
were modified into aerial tankers 
to fight forest fires in the United 
States. There are displays and 
photos and you can walk through a 
“Flying Boxcar.” 

The museum is open from the 
middle of May until October 1, 
Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The museum is located 
just one mile north of Greybull on 
U.S. Highway 20 near the South 
Big Horn County Airport.

—Geological Science Museum is 
located right on main street across 
from Crazy Woman. 

—Greybull has tremendous 
shops, all levels of dining with 11 
different restaurants to choose 
from; and heritage lodging ranging 
from a historic hotel, value lodging,  
to a world class dude ranch. 

—Most importantly, Greybull 
offers true Wyoming hospitality. 
Make Greybull your stop for trav-
els to Yellowstone, just 98 minutes 
away and the surrounding area 
and return to a place where you 
can relax and enjoy the beauty 
at the foot of the Big Horn Moun-
tains. 

GREYBULL EVENTS
June — Second weekend in 

June – Days of 49 Multiple Events: 
Gun Show, Car Show, Summer Fair 
(local arts & crafts), Fashion Show. 
Various activities including a large 
public swimming pool. 

June to August – Drag races at 
the South Big Horn County Air-
port, free archery range. 

July — 4th of July fireworks and 
community picnic with music in 
the park 

August — National Night Out, 
Aug. 2; Greybull Brew Fest with 
brews burgers and bands, Aug. 13.

Oct. — Main Street Trick or 
Treat, free archery range, public 
swimming pool.

Dec. — Holidazzle events, Pa-
rade, shopping

AVERY HOWE
A classic car show is part of the an-
nual Days of ‘49 celebration in June.

JIM GATES
The Museum of Flight and Aerial Firefighting is a one-of-a-kind museum.
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COURTESY
The Medicine Wheel in the Bighorn National Forest is a 
huge visitor attraction.

A rare gem for trav-
elers exploring 
the West can be 

found nestled in northern 
Wyoming a two-hour drive 
east of Yellowstone Nation-
al Park: the small, friendly 
community of Lovell – the 
Rose Town of Wyoming and 
the gateway to the stunning 
Big Horn Canyon and the 
beautiful Big Horn and 
Pryor mountain ranges.

At the foot of the Big 
Horn Mountains and 
just 15 minutes from the 
Bighorn Canyon National 
Recreation Area, you will 
see acres of green farm-
land surrounding the small 
community, home to myriad 
opportunities for outdoor 
activities and stress-free 
living. The peaceful sur-
roundings contribute to a 
highly desirable and much 
sought-after quality of life 
for residents of the area, 
and make for a pleasant 
stop for visitors.

Just a stone’s throw to 
the east of Lovell is the 
Bighorn Canyon National 
Recreation Area.  The vast, 
wild landscape, including 
massive canyon walls and 
great boating lake, allows 
visitors to experience the 
wonders of nature and spec-
tacular vistas. 

Also within the recre-
ation area, a unit of the 
National Park Service, is 
the 19,000-acre Yellowtail 
Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment Area, a riparian and 
wetlands area with water-
fowl and game bird hunting 
and wildlife viewing. Man-
aged by the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Dept. in coopera-
tion with federal agencies, 
Yellowtail has perhaps one 
of the largest cottonwood ri-
parian systems in Wyoming 
and supports one of the 

richest concentrations of 
wildlife species in the state. 
More than 160 species of 
birds can be observed in 
the Yellowtail management 
area.

To the east, the gorgeous 
Big Horn Mountains, home 
to the ancient Medicine 
Wheel National Historic 
Landmark and the Bighorn 
National Forest, sit right in 
Lovell’s backyard. Visitors 
traveling U.S. Highway 14A 
are struck by the breath-
taking beauty of the steep 
walls, rugged canyons 
green meadows and rich 
forests of the Big Horn 
Mountains. It is one of the 
most spectacular pieces of 
highway in America with 
turnouts and scenic vistas 
that look out over the en-
tire Big Horn Basin. On a 
clear day, a traveler can see 
for 100 miles or more.

The pretty town of 
Lovell has much to offer 
visitors: friendly people, 
small-town shopping, beau-
tiful murals with a veter-
ans memorial, colorful rose 
gardens, a nine-hole golf 
course, newly remodeled 
motels, a variety of dining 

options, the Lovell-Kane 
Area Museum, three town 
parks with picnic pavilions 
and playground equip-
ment, free and full-service 

camping facilities, multiple 
places of worship, an eight-
lane bowling alley, a public 
Olympic sized swimming 
pool, Queen Bee Honey 
Candy factory and store, 
and the nearby Mustang 
Mountain Vineyard.

The 70-year-old Hyart 
Theatre, on the National 
Register of Historic Places, 
boasts perhaps the largest 
screen in Wyoming and 
nearly 1,000 seats. Current 
movies are shown on week-
ends with digital projection 
and sound.

Lovell is also home to 
the Bighorn Canyon Visi-
tor Center and the Pryor 
Mountain Wild Mustang 
Center, along with the 
state-of-the-art North Big 
Horn Hospital and New 
Horizons Care Center. 
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Bighorn Canyon 
National Rec-
reation Area, 

established by Congress 
on October 15, 1966, strad-
dles the border between 
southeastern Montana 
and north-central Wy-
oming. The dominant 
feature of the national 
recreation area is Bighorn 
Lake, which was created 
by construction of the 
Yellowtail Dam on the Big 
Horn River. The Bureau 
of Reclamation completed 
the dam and hydroelectric 
power station in 1967 as 
part of the Missouri River 
Basin Project. In addition 
to the 12,700-acre lake, 
the diversified landscape 
includes forest and moun-
tains, upland prairies, and 
deep canyons. Broad, rela-
tively flat valleys bordered 
by low grassy hills char-
acterize the northern and 
southern portions of the 
national recreation area, 
with the rugged Big Horn 
Mountains on the east and 
Pryor Mountains on the 
west. 
Bighorn Canyon

The Big Horn River 
flows northward through 
the Big Horn Basin in Wy-
oming and enters Bighorn 
Canyon north of Lovell, 
Wyoming. Geological 
processes occurring over 
millions of years formed 
the canyon primarily as 
the result of accelerated 
stream erosion and gradu-
al regional uplift. Much of 
Bighorn Canyon is nar-
row and confined within 
sheer rock walls that rise 
to more than 2,000 feet 
at the canyon’s northern 
perimeter. 
RANCHES

The four primary histor-

ic cattle and dude ranches 
preserved in the national 
recreation area are the 
Mason-Lovell Ranch, the 
Hillsboro Ranch, the Lock-
hart Ranch, and the Ew-
ing-Snell Ranch. Fort C. F. 
Smith (located on private 
property but interpreted 
by NPS staff) garrisoned 
US Army troops from 
1866–1869 to protect pros-
pectors and other travelers 
along the Bozeman Trail 
route to the Virginia City 
(Montana) gold fields. 
Other historic properties 
include the Bighorn Canal 
and headgate, completed 
in 1904, largely by Crow 
workers, to irrigate some 
35,000 acres for farming. 

The canal was used until 
completion of the Yellow-
tail Dam in the 1960s. 
WILDLIFE

Wildlife in Bighorn 
Canyon National Recre-
ation Area commonly in-
cludes bighorn sheep, wild 
horses, coyotes, mule deer, 
small mammals, mountain 
lions, bears, snakes, and 
more than 200 bird spe-
cies. 
PRYOR MOUNTAIN 
WILD HORSE RANGE

About one-fifth of the 
39,000-acre Pryor Moun-
tain Wild Horse Range 
lies within the national 
recreation area, providing 
habitat for approximately 
160 wild horses managed 

by the Bureau of Land 
Management. The wild 
horses are genetically 
associated with horses 
introduced in the West by 
early Spanish explorers. 
Bighorn sheep also use the 
wild horse range as part of 
their habitat that extends 
throughout other portions 
of the national recreation 
area.

Bighorn Canyon Na-
tional Recreation Area 
attracts visitors for a 
variety of outdoor recre-
ation activities. Fishermen 
are drawn to the reservoir 
and Big Horn River for a 
wide range of game fish 
including walleye, sauger, 
rainbow and brown trout, 
black crappie, yellow 
perch, ling, and channel 
catfish. 

Boating enthusiasts 
have access to Bighorn 
Lake at the marinas and 
boat ramps at Horseshoe 
Bend and Ok-A-Beh; boat 
ramps are also provided at 
Afterbay Dam and Barry’s 
Landing. Other popular 
visitor activities include 
hiking, camping, wildlife 
viewing, photography, 
hunting, and opportunities 
to enjoy solitude. 

Visitors can receive 
orientation and inter-
pretation services at the 
Bighorn Canyon Visitor 
Center near Lovell, Wyo-
ming, year round and at 
the Yellowtail Dam Visitor 
Center 2 miles past the 
community of Fort Smith, 
Montana, during the 
summer months. Visitors 
should ask about the 
parks kayak, campground 
and special program-
ming at these locations. 
Programs are scheduled 
throughout the summer.

JIM GATES
Bighorn sheep can be seen in the Bighorn Canyon Na-
tional Recreation Area, on the road and along the rock 
walls of the canyon.               
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Powell, Wyoming 
has a little some-
thing for every 

curious visitor. Natural 
wonders, American history, 
engineering feats, and lots of 
outdoor recreation can all be 
found in Powell’s section of 
the Big Horn Basin. 

NATURAL WONDERS
Heart Mountain is in 

Powell Wyoming. It has a 
great hiking and equestri-
an trail maintained by the 
Nature Conservancy. The 
trail is well signed with flora 
and fauna information so 
that you can discover local 
species as you enjoy Wy-
oming’s fresh air. What is 
the most fascinating thing 
about Heart Mountain? It 
was created in the largest 
terrestrial landslide known 
to geologists called the Heart 
Mountain Detachment that 
occurred 49 million years 
ago. The top of the Heart 
Mountain originated around 
Cooke City, Montana. Climb 
the mountain to see all the 
wonderful views. 

AMERICAN HISTORY 
A 150 years ago, on May 

24, 1896, John Wesley Powell 
floated down the Green and 
Colorado rivers with his crew 
of 10 men, including Powell. 
This is the first known river 
voyage through the Grand 

Canyon. Subsequently, Pow-
ell published his report on 
the Lands of the Arid Region 
of the United States in 1879. 
Although, John Wesley never 
stepped foot in Powell, Wyo-
ming, his report influenced 
the way we manage water 
and locations of our Home-
steads. 

HOMESTEADER  
MUSEUM 

The Homesteader Muse-
um highlights an exciting 
time in American history. 
The people who settled here 
are rugged, hardworking 
Homesteaders. The Museum 
does a wonderful job with 
local programs and national 
exhibits. History buffs love 

the pioneer and homestead-
ing stories and the Beaver 
Homestead House at the mu-
seum. Engineers appreciate 
the scope of work it took to 
build the irrigation system. 
Families bring their kids to 
enjoy the Red train caboose 
and great exhibits.

ENGINEERING FEATS 
Powell was a part of the 

Shoshone Project, a federal 
Reclamation Project in 1904 
to bring irrigation to the Big 
Horn Basin in Wyoming. The 
United States government 
aimed to expand productive 
farmland westward. The 
high desert of the Big Horn 
Basin needs a steady flow 
of water to produce food. 

The Buffalo Bill Dam was 
completed in 1910. It holds 
snow melt from Yellowstone 
National Park that flows into 
the Shoshone River. Some of 
that water diverts through a 
series of canals, and laterals 
to four irrigation districts 
that supply water to our 
farm lands. 

INTERPRETIVE  
AGRICULTURE TOUR 
Powell was incorporat-

ed in 1909. It has been an 
agricultural community ever 
since. Farmers in Powell are 
innovative. A robust influ-
ence from the University 
of Wyoming Research and 
Extension Center as well as 
the Northwest College agri-
cultural programs positions 
our large family farms to be 
leaders in the industry.

Our grass-fed beef is 
lean, our barley is golden, 
local foods are just better 
in Powell, Wyoming. Learn 
the secrets of farming in the 
desert and how our local 
irrigation and farming prac-
tices makes your food look 
and taste better. The Powell 
Visitor Center hosts agricul-
ture and local foods tours for 
bus tours, custom tours, and 
self-guided tours.

Contact the Powell Visitor 
Center 307-754-3494, info@
powellchamber.org.

Park County is 
home to the 
Heart Mountain 

Interpretive Center and 
Historic site museum 
which depicts the time af-
ter the Pearl Harbor attack 
during World War II when 
Japanese Americans were 
rounded up and forced to 
live in camps due to racial 
profiling. 

The museum, at 1539 

Road 19, between Powell 
and Cody at the Intersec-
tion of U.S. Highway 14A 
and Road 19, first opened 
in 2011. 

“Our locale is a Na-
tional Historic Landmark 
site which includes an 
award-winning museum, 
the Heart Mountain Inter-
pretive Center, as well as 
original camp structures. 
These include an original 

barracks building, the 
hospital buildings, a war 
memorial built in 1944 by 
those incarcerated there 
to honor those from Heart 
Mountain who served 
during the War, and a 
walking trail. Our mission 
is to promote education 
and awareness of the Jap-
anese American experience 
during World War Two, as 
well as dialogue about the 

relevance of this situation 
today, working together 
to discourage and prevent 
contemporary social injus-
tice and racial prejudice,” 
Heart Mountain Wyoming 
Foundation (HMWF) Com-
munications and Design 
consultant Kate Wilson 
said.

Heart Mountain Relo-
cation Camp is open for 
visiting hours year round. 

JIM GATES
A scenic view looking down on the Basin and Heart 
Mountain
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Cody Yellowstone 
— comprised of 
the towns of Cody, 

Powell and Meeteetse as 
well as parts of Yellowstone 
National Park – is a prime 
destination for a great 
American adventure, and 
that has been the case for 
generations of travelers. 
This rugged, breathtak-
ingly beautiful region of 
northwestern Wyoming 
draws nearly 1 million visi-
tors from around the world 
each year. 

Many visitors spend 
time in Cody before or after 
a trip to the world’s first 
national park, Yellowstone, 
just 52 miles west of town. 
Some come to spend a 
week playing at one of the 
region’s dozens of guest and 
dude ranches. And others 
come to explore the region’s 
abundant outdoor adven-
tures including fishing, 
horseback riding, moun-
tain biking, rock climbing, 
river float trips, kayaking, 
wildlife watching and the 
Sleeping Giant Zipline. 

Cody was founded by 
William Frederick Cody — 
more commonly known as 
“Buffalo Bill Cody” — in 
1895. The lanky, good-look-
ing outdoorsman had tried 
his hand at many careers 
— trapper, bullwhack-
er, Pony Express rider, 
Colorado “Fifty-Niner,” 
wagon master, stagecoach 
driver, soldier, and Army 
scout. But he was at heart 
a showman. In 1872, he 
began playing himself in 
“Buffalo Bill’s Wild West 
Show,” and he became fa-
mous throughout the world. 

In the mid-1890s Cody 
began a years-long mission 
to establish and build the 
town of Cody, and although 
he died over 100 years ago, 
visitors can still see the 
many ways that Buffalo 
Bill’s big dreams for the 
town of Cody came true.

The Buffalo Bill Center 
of the West is often an im-
portant stop for vacationers 
interested in learning more 
about the region. With five 
highly regarded museums 
under one roof — Buffalo 
Bill Museum, Cody Fire-
arms Museum, Whitney 
Western Art Museum, 
Draper Natural Histo-
ry Museum and Plains 
Indian Museum — the 
Center employs a variety 
of techniques to engage 
visitors. Other important 
cultural attractions include 
the Heart Mountain World 
War II Interpretive Center, 
with thought-provoking 
exhibits showcasing the 
lives of thousands of Japa-
nese-American incarcerees; 

the Buffalo Bill Dam & Vis-
itor Center, a perfect stop 
for travelers who like to 
know how things work; and 
Old Trail Town/Museum of 
the West, an enclave of 27 
frontier buildings. 

Throughout the summer 
season from the beginning 
of June through the end of 
August, visitors can enjoy 
the Cody Nite Rodeo, the 
longest running nightly 
rodeo in the world, as well 
as the Wild Bunch Gun-
fighters, a fun-loving group 
of local actors who put on a 
nightly show in front of the 
Irma Hotel, and the Cody 
Firearms Experience, an 
indoor shooting range and 
arcade featuring guns of 
the Old West.

Nature-lovers and 
road-trippers have plenty of 
options as well. The region 
is a prime wildlife habitat, 
with many animals viewed 
from the road throughout 
the spring, summer and 
fall. And Cody is a great 
home base for driving five 

spectacular scenic loops.
No matter what visi-

tors choose to experience 
in Cody Yellowstone, they 
can be sure that it will be 
authentic, just the way 
Buffalo Bill would have 
wanted.

YELLOWSTONE - 150 
YEARS

Signed into law by 
President Ulysses S. Grant, 
America’s first nation-
al park was set aside to 
preserve and protect the 
scenery, cultural heritage, 
wildlife, geologic and 
ecological systems and 
processes in their natural 
condition for the benefit 
and enjoyment of present 
and future generations.

Yellowstone serves as 
the core of the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem, 
one of the last and larg-
est nearly intact natural 
ecosystems on the planet. 
Yellowstone has the most 
active, diverse, and intact 
collections of combined geo-
thermal features with over 
10,000 hydrothermal sites 
and half the world’s active 
geysers. The park is also 
rich in cultural and histori-
cal resources with 25 sites, 
landmarks, and districts 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Park managers have 
learned many lessons 
during Yellowstone’s 150 
years. Through modern re-
source management efforts 
involving bison, grizzly 
bears, native fish, gray 
wolves, wildland fire, and 
others, Yellowstone’s eco-
system is the healthiest it 
has been in over a century.

ANDY WATSON VIA PARK COUNTY TRAVEL COUNCIL     
The Cody Nite Rodeo runs June –August, and the Cody 
Stampede will be July 1-4, 2022. See https://www.cody-
stampederodeo.com/ for more information.
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There is a grow-
ing interest in 
bicycle touring 

across the United States, 
especially in Wyoming. 

Five of the larger Big 
Horn Basin communities 
have designated biking/
walking paths. Greybull 
has a walking/biking path 
that runs along the west 
side of the Big Horn River 
and is about 2 miles long. 
Basin has a small 1-mile 
loop and Powell has a 
1-mile path at the city 
park and around the pe-
rimeter of the town. Cody 
has bike lanes throughout 
the downtown area as 
well as 10 miles of moun-
tain bike trails at Beck 
Lake. Worland has one 
bike path about 4 miles 
long.

MOUNTAIN BIKING
Although there are no 

trails specifically ear-
marked for mountain 
biking, the Big Horn 
Basin offers a variety of 
opportunities.

The old highway in Ten 

Sleep Canyon is dirt road 
accessible for motor vehi-
cles and mountain bikes. 
It is about eight miles 
long, and is considered an 
easy road as it is mostly 
downhill. For those who 
want more of a challenge, 
there is a road through 
the Honeycomb Buttes – 
Nowater area west of Ten 
Sleep. This dirt road gets 
extremely hot and dry in 
the middle of the summer 

so it is recommended to 
ride the road in the spring 
and fall to avoid the heat.

Beck Lake Mountain 
Biking Area

Check out the 8 miles 
of mountain biking 
trail at the Beck Lake 
Mountain Biking Area 
in Cody. Enjoy climbing 
and downhill including 
jumps and banked turns. 
The trail was built for 
beginners to advanced 

riders so everyone can 
enjoy sweet single-track 
mountain biking in Cody. 
Trails are on BLM-man-
aged public land and City 
of Cody property. Park 
County Pedalers, the local 
mountain biking club, was 
integral in working with 
the BLM and the City 
to establish this riding 
area. Great trails = great 
riding and fun for all! The 
main trail head is found 
at Beck Lake Park. From 
U.S. Highway 14, turn 
west on Stampede Avenue 
and south on 14th Street 
which becomes Reservoir 
Drive. The dirt trails start 
immediately to the left 
of the gated trail where 
Reservoir Drive ends.

Contact the local BLM 
offices in Worland and 
Cody for more informa-
tion on mountain biking 
opportunities, or the U.S. 
Forest Service offices in 
Greybull, Sheridan or 
Buffalo for opportunities 
in the Bighorn National 
Forest.

It is no secret there 
is snow in Wyoming, 
but some of the best 

places for interested snow-
boarders and skiers are 
closer than expected with 
Northern Wyoming being 
home to some local resorts 
and lodges. 

Sleeping Giant Ski Area 
& Zipline, in the Shoshone 
National Forest 48 miles 
west of Cody and near 
Yellowstone National Park 
on the North Fork High-
way/U.S. 14. 

Visit their Facebook 
page @sleepinggiantskiarea 
for up-to-date information.

Meadowlark Ski Lodge, 

northeast of Ten Sleep on 
U.S. 16, is Ten Sleep’s local 
place for snow lovers. 

See their website, http://
www.lodgesofthebighorns.
com/, for more information.

Antelope Butte Moun-
tain Recreation Area is at 
the intersection of US Hwy 
14 & FS Road 244; 59 miles 
west of Sheridan, and 35 
miles east of Greybull.

The ski area has been 
open as of December 2018. 

Check their website, 
http://www.antelopebutte-
foundation.org/, or Face-
book page @AntelopeButte, 
for the latest information 
and details on upcoming 

events.
SNOWMOBILING

Snowmobilers do not get 
left out on all the fun with 

366 miles of trails at Bear 
Lodge Resort located on the 
top of Big Horn Mountains 
in Bighorn National Forest.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Beck Lake Mountain Biking Area has 8 miles of brand 
new trails.
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Golfing opportuni-
ties are bountiful 
throughout the 

Big Horn Basin. 
More than six differ-

ent courses are available 
around the Basin, present-
ing different features and 
opportunities. 

Green Hills Golf Course 
is located in Worland. The 
course features 18 holes of 
family-friendly fun at low 
prices. The course includes 
rolling green hills, ponds 
and bunkers. The course 
is open to the public seven 
days a week. 

Available are cart rentals, 
a golf shop, practice greens, 
a driving range and a full 

restaurant and bar with 
indoor and outdoor seating. 
The course is open for golf 
as long as temperatures are 
above 40 degrees. Green 
Hills Golf Course offers 
many different tournaments 
and events over the season.

Thermopolis Golf Course 
offers nine challenging 
holes. According to their 
website, Thermopolisgolf.
com, they’re placed “in the 
shadow of the red and rocky 
Roundtop Mountain.” With 
the course’s convenient lo-
cation, players may witness 
deer, antelope and foxes as 
well. Offered by the course 
is a driving range, practice 
greens and the opportunity 

to take lessons from a pro-
golf resident. 

Olive Glenn golf club is 
just one more of the many 
courses around the Basin. 
Placed in Cody, the 18 hole, 
par 72 championship course 
is open year round. With 
a PGA pro on hand, and a 
fully staffed pro shop, the 
course also features a large 
putting green, driving range 
and the Stampede Bar and 
Grill. Offered are rental 
clubs, carts and club stor-
age. 

Powell Golf Club is also a 
part of the myriad of cours-
es throughout the Basin. 
The clubs course presents 
18 holes. Open from 8 a.m. 

to dusk, the course offers 
a golf shop, practice range, 
putting green, cart rental, a 
bar and lounge, along with 
instructions and clinics. 

Foster Gulch in Lovell is 
another 9-hole course with 
a clubhouse, driving range 
and practice green. 

Midway Golf Course con-
veniently located midway 
between Greybull and Basin 
is also open for business. 
The clubhouse is open the 
hours will be from 8 a.m. 
-7 p.m. It is a 9-hole course 
with golf carts and club 
available for rent. There 
is a driving range and the 
clubhouse serves food and 
beverages.

Wyoming has rodeo intertwined in every corner 
of this great state. There is seldom a city, 
county or event that doesn’t have a rodeo 

attached. Cody, is the Rodeo Capital of the World and 
proudly so with a rodeo every night of the week from 
June 1 to Aug. 31. Northwest College is among many col-
leges in this state to have a College Rodeo Team. 

If it weren’t for small town open rodeos, there would be 
no Ty Murray, Chris LeDoux, Dusty Tuckness or Enoch 
Walkers making it to the ‘Big Time’. 

So it began in 2014 that there was a need for an orga-
nization to ensure that small town rodeos would get the 
support needed to not just survive, but thrive. Welcome, 
the Big Horn Rodeo Circuit.

The BHRC is a group of volunteers, with a Board of 
Governors that include President Chris Williams, Vice 
President Billy Fossen, Secretary Ashlee Ganoung and 
Treasurer Ronna Collingwood.

The very first year of the BHRC was in 2015 with 
rodeos in eight different locations in the Big Horn Basin 
and 11 rodeos. The intent of the BHRC was to build up 
the spectators and the contestants. Contestants come to 
ride and compete. Spectators come to see the contestants. 
With this in mind, the BHRC does not charge a contes-
tant any fees to participate in a BHRC sanctioned rodeo. 

Funds come from the rodeos and sponsors to provide 
end of the year prizes for the best in each event as well 
as an all-around cowboy and cowgirl. To be eligible to win 
the all-around, a contestant needs to have competed in at 
least two different events at any point during the season. 

Check out the website at www.bighornrodeocircuit.com 

and the Facebook page for information on rodeos near 
you.

2022 CALENDAR
Days’ of ’49 Rodeo Greybull June 10
Mustang Days Rodeo Lovell June 25
4th of July Rodeo Ten Sleep July 3-4
Pioneer Days Rodeo Cowley July 23
Washakie County Fair Rodeo Worland July 29
Big Horn County Fair Rodeo Basin August 6
Labor Day Rodeo (Finale) Meeteetse Sept. 5

ALEX KUHN
A barrel racer competes at the 2021 Ten Sleep 4th of 
July rodeo.



The Hub Of Healthcare In The Basin!

CARE, 

Close To 
Home!

Hot Springs Health, nestled in the beautiful Hot Springs State Park, has provided over 75 years 
of service to the people of Thermopolis and the Big Horn Basin. 

SURGICAL
General Surgery l Orthopedic - Including Total Joint Replacement l Cataract l 

Endoscopy l Dental l C-Section l Tubal Ligation

OTHER SERVICES
Pain Clinic l IV Infusion Therapy l Wound Care l Cardiac Rehab l Blood 

and Blood Product Transfusions l Obstetrics l Chemotherapy/Biotherapy l 
Cardiopulmonary Services l Labwell Self Directed Blood Draws l Cardiac Stress 

Tests l Visiting Specialty Clinics (check our monthly ad)

Out-Patient and In-Patient Services:

RADIOLOGY
80 Slice / CT Flouro l 1.5 Tesla In-House MRI l 3D/4D Ultrasound, 

Echocardiogram l Digital X-Ray l Nuclear Medicine l 2D/3D w/Tomo Synethesis 
Digital Mamo l C-Arm Fluoroscopy Digital l Portable X-Ray

Hot Springs Health Clinics - 
Conveniently Located Throughout The Basin 

And North Fremont County!
We offer full spectrum care for all ages - this means not having to 

travel for many services.

Our expert team of providers offer a variety of disciplines and 
can customize a care plan for you and your loved ones.

Make your next appointment with Hot Springs Health and 
experience the difference our providers can make for you.

150 E. Arapahoe St., Thermopolis - 864-3121 (Hospital)
120 N. C Ave., Thermopolis - 864-5534 (Clinic)
1125 Charles Ave., Worland - 347-2449 (Clinic)
156 N. 6th St., Basin - 568-2499 (Clinic)
2002 W. Sunset Dr., Suite 2, Riverton - 854-7501 (Clinic)
702 E. 2nd St., Shoshoni - 876-0221 (Clinic)
112 E. Arapahoe St., Thermopolis - 864-2141 (Surgical Clinic)

Your OASIS for healthcare in the Basin 
and North Fremont County!

General Surgery:

Dr. Jamieson, DO
Awarded “Outstanding Resident 

of the Year” by the Michigan 
Osteopathic Association on May 22, 

2021. 
Dr. Jamieson joined our surgery 

clinics last August. 
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