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2200 Big Horn Avenue, Worland.
A life-size Columbian Mammoth
bronze statue greets visitors at the
entrance to the parking lot. The
beautiful modern building was
built though the generosity of the
Newell B. Sargent Foundation. Vis-
itors can explore two spacious per-
manent galleries featuring regional
geology, paleontology, archaeology,
and Worland town history, with
interactive exhibits including video
and audio components. A new per-
manent exhibit on the museum’s
mezzanine features a wide array of
Wyoming wildlife.

The Museum’s temporary gal-
lery features up to five different
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(Blue Bank Road). Follow Blue
Bank Road for 14.5 miles and look
for a parking area and interpretive
panels on the right (west side of the
road).
Castle Gardens Scenic Area and
Campground

Explore fabulous hoodoos and
other cool formations at the Cas-
tle Gardens Scenic Area near Ten
Sleep. Primitive camping is permit-
ted and shade structures, tables,
grills, fire rings and restrooms also
make this a great day-use area. The
turnoff to Castle Gardens is approx-
imately 2 miles west of Ten Sleep
on U.S. Highway 16. A dirt road and
signs lead to the site about 6 miles
south of the highway:.

horn Lake, turn lett onto John Blue
Canyon Road/BLM Road #1122.
Take the first road on the right and
travel roughly 5 miles until you
reach the campground and trail-
head.
Duck Swamp Interpretive Area
Just five minutes from downtown
Worland, this 81-acre oxbow lake
and marsh is a cut-off meander of
the Big Horn River. Visitors can
hike a 1-mile interpretive loop
overlooking the wetland to view
and learn about its many residents:
songbirds, wading birds, ducks,
raptors, muskrats, mink, beaver
and others. The area is about 3
miles north of Worland on Wyoming
Highway 433. Paved path, drinking
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overnight fee for camping at one

of the 19 campsites. Potable water
is available from May to October.
The campground is not suitable for
recreational vehicles over 25 feet in
length.

Honeycombs Wilderness Study
Area and Badlands

Not far from Worland, hardy
hikers wanting to get away from
it all in the badlands can explore
the Honeycombs Wilderness Study
Area. The badlands provide a
dramatic backdrop for a variety
of primitive recreation opportuni-
ties such as geologic sightseeing,
photography, backpacking, hiking,
horseback riding, rock collecting,
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and to Paintrock Creek, where it
meets the Paintrock Canyon Trail.
From Medicine Lodge State Park,
travel the Cold Springs Road for
approximately 7 miles and turn
onto the signed two-track. Horses
and mountain bikes are not recom-
mended.
Middie Fork ofthe Powder
River Campground

Astride a blue-ribbon trout
stream, this super-remote and
picturesque campground features
five campsites with fire rings,
restroom and drinking water. The
campground, located at an ele-
vation of 7,500 feet, is open from
May through September. From Ten

tables and charcoal grills. A bridge
also aids in crossing Five Springs
Creek. Pair a stop at Rainbow
Canyon with a visit to Five Springs
Falls just to the east. To reach Rain-
bow Canyon, travel 20 miles east
on U.S. Highway 14A from Lovell.
The turn is on the south side of the
highway.
Red Guich/Alkali Backcountry
Byway

Discover the wonders of the Red
Gulch/Alkali National Backcountry
Byway—a 32-mile scenic drive on
improved gravel and dirt roads be-
tween Shell and Hyattville. As you
tour, you will experience rolling red
badlands and picturesque vistas of
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largest tracksite in Wyoming and
one of only a few worldwide from
the Middle Jurassic Period. The
site includes a shade shelter, board-
walk, picnic area and interpretive
signage. The tracksite can be found
along the backcountry byway, which
is approximately eight miles east of
Greybull off U.S. Highway 14.
Salt Lick Trail

This rugged 1.5-mile trail near
Ten Sleep offers fantastic scenic
views, an impressive display of flo-
ra and fauna, and moderately chal-
lenging climbs and descents. The
trail winds up the northern wall
of the canyon as it skirts massive
cliffs of limestone to take hikers



impressive box canyon to the top
of Sheep Mountain, where visitors
have the freedom to explore over
25,000 acres of BLM-administered
public lands. The trail is located
near Buffalo Bill State Park along
U.S. Highway 14 connecting Cody
to Yellowstone National Park. Head
west from Cody approximately 12
miles from the North and South
Fork Road intersection and turn
south onto County Road 6KV.
Travel south over Gibbs Bridge to
the intersection of C.R. 6KV and
Stagecoach Trail Road. Turn east
and drive 1.1 miles and head south
to the gravel pit.

Four Bear Trail
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Area and Campground

This recreation site north of Cody
provides opportunities for camping,
picnicking, fishing, paddling, hiking
and horseback riding. It is also the
location of a comprehensive project
to make the site more accessible for
visitors with disabilities, which in-
cludes accessible picnic tables, fire
rings, bear boxes and canoe/kayak
dock. The site includes bathrooms,
campsites, a horse corral, horse
trailer parking, horse stanchions
and hitching rails. Travel 18 miles
north of Cody on Wyoming High-
way 120. Turn left onto Park Coun-
ty Road 7RP and continue approx-
imately 5 miles to the Hogan Luce
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The picturesque Bobcat/Houli-
han Trailhead is surrounded by the
magnificent Absaroka Mountains
located deep in the South Fork
Shoshone River Valley. This popular
trail features a moderately steep
hike to the Shoshone National For-
est boundary, suitable for horseback
riding and hiking. Fishing access
to the South Fork of the Shoshone
River is also available. The site fea-
tures horse trailer parking, horse
hitching rails, food storage boxes,
picnic tables, a fire ring and toilet
facilities. The trailhead is located
28 miles southwest of Cody. Travel
on Wyoming State Highway 291
(the South Fork Highway) 28 miles.
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that make the area so famous.

Medicine Lodge was homesteaded
in 1881 by Byron F. Wickwine and
was used as a cattle ranch. How-
ever, it was purchased in 1972 and
established through a cooperative
management agreement with the
Wyoming Game and Fish Commis-
sion, State Land and Farm Loan
Office and the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management.

Those looking to fish or hunt will
be pleased to find that the park is
home to winter elk, mule deer, trout
and more. The area remains one of
the best fishing spots in the state.

The area itself offers overnight
camping, wilderness trail and
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are held in January. Other winter-
time activities include ice skating
and ice hockey at the rink with the
park providing skates, helmets and
sticks. There is the Statewide First
Day Hike on Jan. 1.

The new cultural center opened
in the spring 2024.
WILDLIFE AND PLANTS

Tall sandstone canyon and cold
creeks are framed by an abundance
of different natural grasses and
plants including Wyoming sage-
brush and the state flower, Indian
paintbrush.

The site provides the opportuni-
ty to see wildlife, follow trails, fish,
explore and visit the apple orchard
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Before traveling into the distant
past, stop at the visitor’s center at
the head of the trail. There you can
pick up a flyer which explains the
meaning behind some of the petro-
glyphs.

You will see where vandals have
destroyed some areas of this sacred
site. The State of Wyoming has
taken precautions to protect it from
further harm.

The visitors center has a covered
picnic area attached and restrooms
are nearby for the convenience of
visitors. The area is open to the
public from May to September
from 8 a.m. — 6 p.m. From October
through April the site can be ac-






YELLOWTAIL
WHMA

Game and Fish also
manages five Wildlife
Habitat Management
Areas (WHMA) in the Big
Horn Basin that provide
over 53,000 areas of ac-
cess for hunting, fishing
and other outdoor rec-
reational opportunities.
The largest WHMA in the
Big Horn Basin and best
known for its game bird
hunting and numerous
fishing opportunities, is
the 19,500-acre Yellowtail
Wildlife Habitat Man-

acgement Area iust east of

Lovell.

Recreational opportu-
nities are abundant on
Yellowtail and include
everything from wildlife
watching and birding to
hunting and fishing.
HUNTING

With terrain ranging
from sagebrush flats to
rugged mountain peaks,
the Big Horn Basin offers
other diverse hunting
opportunities. Sportsmen
have the opportunity to
apply for licenses to har-
vest much sought after big
game species such as mule
deer. elk. and hiochorn

stream fishing on Forest
Service and Game and
Fish lands.

There are three main
reservoirs providing
opportunity for anglers
from the shore or via
boat — Boysen Reservoir
in Hot Springs and Fre-
mont counties south of
Thermopolis, Big Horn
Lake in Big Horn County
just outside of Lovell and
Buffalo Bill Reservoir in
Park County west of Cody.
There is quite a variety
of fish in the reservoirs

including trout, bass,
wallave cancer ecatfich

When you go fishing in
the Bighorn National For-
est you’re probably going
to catch a trout or two.

Fishing on the Bighorn
National Forest means
trout fishing. The Bighorn
National Forest has trout
fishing in streams, lakes
and reservoirs. Rainbow,
Yellowstone cutthroat
(native), Snake River
cutthroat, eastern brook,
brown, lake trout and
golden trout, as well as
whitefish, splake (lake
trout and brook trout
cross), and grayling are
fornd in etreame and



Reservoir near Otto in
Big Horn County, Upper
and Lower Sunshine
near Meeteetse in Park
County and Meadowlark
Lake near Ten Sleep in
Washakie County.

There are also smaller
ponds near Basin and
near Worland just off
airport road.

There are three major
rivers that run through
the Big Horn Basin —
Shoshone River, Greybull
River and the Big Horn
River. The Big Horn River
turns into the Wind River
aa vont head annth fram
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Downtown District, the
Wind River Canyon, and
the nearby Boysen Reser-
VOIr.

Thermopolis has a
small-town feel, with a
population of about 2,700
people. Thermopolis
boasts the only stoplight
in Hot Springs County,
whose total population is
around 4,400.

—One of the highlights
of a visit to Thermopolis
is the “World’s Largest
Mineral Hot Springs”
located in Hot Springs
State Park. Every year
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sure to check out the
trails throughout the
park, they are dual use
for hikers and mountain
bike enthusiasts.

Buffalo roam freely in
designated areas around
the Park and can be spot-
ted easily from the car.

In the summer months
the Park is alive with

the sounds of music and
events. There are often
free concerts and other
events such as the Gift of
the Waters Pageant and
Wyoming Discovery Days
held in Hot Springs State

P

Park are located south
of Thermopolis. Enjoy
a relaxing drive along
the Wind River Canyon
Scenic Byway on your
way to Boysen Reservoir
or you can take a white-
water rafting trip down
the Wind River Canyon.
World class fishing is
available at Boysen State
Park as well as in the
Wind River or try your
luck blue ribbon trout
fishing on the Big Horn
River.

—Thermopolis features
a wonderful 9-hole golf

prehistoric world, and
walk the same ground as
ancient dinosaurs. This
world class museum is
open year around with dig
sites open during summer
months.

—Downtown you
can find the local brew-
ery-One Eyed Buffalo
Brewing Company. They
welcome you to come and
take a tour and learn
about their process. Wyo-
ming’s first (legal) whis-
key distillery, Wyoming
Whiskey, is located 12
miles north of Thermop-
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biking path that runs
along the west side of the
Big Horn River and is
about 2 miles long.

Basin has a small
1-mile loop.

Powell has a 1-mile
path at the city park and
around the perimeter of
the town.

Cody has bike lanes
throughout the downtown
area as well as 10 miles
of mountain bike trails at
Beck Lake.

Worland has one bike
path about 4 miles long.
MOUNTAIN BIKING

Although there are no
trails specifically ear-
marked for mountain
biking, the Big Horn
Basin offers a variety of
opportunities.

The old highway in Ten
Sleep Canyon is dirt road
accessible for motor vehi-
cles and mountain bikes.
It is about eight miles
long, and is considered an
easy road as it is mostly
downhill. For those who
want more of a challenge,
there is a road through
the Honeycomb Buttes —
Nowater area west of Ten
Sleep. This dirt road gets
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fronts, and world-famous
eateries.

The Labor Day cele-
bration includes a rodeo,
parade, team roping, craft
fair and more.

MEETEETSE
MUSEUMS

The Meeteetse Muse-
ums consist of the Charles
Belden Museum of West-
ern Photography, the
Meeteetse Museum, and
the First National Bank
Museum.

The Belden Museum
features the work of pho-
tographer Charles Belden,
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endangered mammal.

The Bank Museum is in
the restored First Na-
tional Bank of Meeteetse,
which served as Meetee-
tse’s bank from 1901 to
1975. The First National
Bank is currently the
only building in Meetee-
tse listed on the National
Register of Historic Places
and today tells the story
of the bank, its founders,
and employees.
DOUBLE DEE TOUR

The Double Dee Guest
Ranch was established in
1931 by Carl Dunrud and
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the ranch, is currently
closed to the public.

The July 20 tour of
the Historic Double Dee
Guest Ranch departs from
the Museums at 9 am
sharp. For more informa-
tion, email programs@
meeteetsemuseums.org
or visit our website www.
meeteetsemuseums.org.
KIRWIN TOUR

The former mining town
of Kirwin is located high
in the Absaroka Moun-
tains, 38 miles southwest
of Meeteetse. Its mining
history began in 1881
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buildings from Kirwin’s
past are accessible to
visitors.

On a Saturday in the
first half of August the
Meeteetse Museums
will host an excursion to
Kirwin. The tour begins at
Kirwin at 10:30 a.m. Tour
participants are encour-
aged to meet at the Muse-
um at 8:30 am to depart at
9 am sharp for the mining
town. Visit the Museum
Facebook page and web-
site for updated infor-
mation ordate, or email
questions to programs@
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At the foot of the Bighorn Moun-
tains and just 15 minutes from the
Bighorn Canyon National Recre-
ation Area, you will see acres of
green farmland surrounding the
small community, home to myriad
opportunities for outdoor activities
and stress-free living. The peaceful
surroundings contribute to a highly
desirable and much sought-after
quality of life for residents of the
area, and make for a pleasant stop
for visitors.

Just a stone’s throw to the east
of Lovell is the Bighorn Canyon
National Recreation Area. The vast,
wild landscape, including massive
canyon walls and great boating

g U0, rgnway 14 dre suruck
by the breathtaking beauty of the
steep walls, rugged canyons green
meadows and rich forests of the
Bighorn Mountains. It is one of the
most spectacular pieces of high-
way in America with turnouts and
scenic vistas that look out over the
entire Big Horn Basin. On a clear
day, a traveler can see for 100 miles
or more.

The pretty town of Lovell has
much to offer visitors: friendly peo-
ple, small-town shopping, beautiful
murals with a veterans memorial,
colorful rose gardens, Foster Gulch
Golf Course (9 holes), newly re-
modeled motels, a variety of din-
ing options, the Lovell-Kane Area

Medicine Wheel, Lovell Chamber

Museum, three town parks with
picnic pavilions, playground equip-
ment, newly constructed splash pad
and lunar scaped skate park, free
and full-service camping facilities,
multiple places of worship, an
eight-lane bowling alley, a public
Olympic-sized swimming pool and
Queen Bee Honey Candy factory
and store.

The 70-year-old Hyart Theatre,
on the National Register of Historic
Places, boasts perhaps the largest
screen in Wyoming and nearly
1,000 seats. Current movies are
shown on weekends with digital
projection and sound.



tana and north-central
Wyoming. The dominant
feature of the national
recreation area is Bighorn
Lake, which was created
by construction of the
Yellowtail Dam on the Big
Horn River. The Bureau
of Reclamation completed
the dam and hydroelectric
power station in 1967 as
part of the Missouri River
Basin Project. In addition
to the 12,700-acre lake,
the diversified landscape
includes forest and moun-
tains, upland prairies,
and deep canyons. Broad,
relatively flat valleys bor-
dered by low grassy hills
characterize the northern
and southern portions of
the national recreation
area, with the rugged
Bighorn Mountains on the
east and Pryor Mountains
on the west.

Visitors can receive
orientation and inter-
pretation services at the
Bighorn Canyon Visitor
Center near Lovell, Wyo-
ming, year round and at
the Yellowtail Dam Visitor
Center 2 miles past the
community of Fort Smith,
Montana, during the

BIGHORN CANYON
The Big Horn River
flows northward through

the Big Horn Basin in Wy-
oming and enters Bighorn
Canyon north of Lovell,
Wyoming. Geological
processes occurring over
millions of years formed
the canyon primarily as
the result of accelerated
stream erosion and grad-
ual regional uplift. Much
of Bighorn Canyon is nar-
row and confined within
sheer rock walls that rise
to more than 2,000 feet
at the canyon’s northern
perimeter.
PRYOR MOU?M
WILD HORSE

About one-fift.
39,000-acre Pryc
tain Wild Horse
lies within the n
recreation area,
habitat for apprc
160 wild horses :
by the Bureau of
Management. Tt
horses are genet
associated with |
introduced in thu
early Spanish ex
WILDLIFE

Wildlife in Big
Canyon Nationa

Fishermen are drawn
to the reservoir and Big
Horn River for a wide
range of game fish in-
cluding walleye, sauger,
rainbow and brown trout,
black crappie, yellow
perch, ling, and channel
catfish.

Boating enthusiasts
have access to Bighorn
Lake at the marinas and
boat ramps at Horseshoe
Bend and Ok-A-Beh; boat
ramps are also provided
at Afterbay Dam and
Barry’s Landing. Other
popular visitor activities

inalinda hil-ine camnine

Ranch, the Hillsboro
Ranch, the Lockhart
Ranch, and the Ew-
ing-Snell Ranch. Fort C. F.
Smith (located on private
property but interpreted
by NPS staff) garrisoned
US Army troops from
1866—1869 to protect
prospectors and other
travelers along the Boz-
eman Trail route to the
Virginia City (Montana)
gold fields. Other historic
properties include the
Bighorn Canal and head-
gate, completed in 1904,

largely by Crow workers,
taavwmiorata cnama 25 NNN



Iresn air. vwnats tne most rascinat-
ing thing about Heart Mountain?
49 million years ago, it was created
in the largest terrestrial landslide
known to geologists, named the
Heart Mountain Detachment.
The detachment originated near
Cooke City, Montana. It was about
23 miles long and 2—3 miles deep.
Heart Mountain broke off and
flipped upside down. Native Amer-
ica Tribes thought it looked like a
bison heart.
AMERICAN HISTORY

150 years ago, on May 24, 1896,
John Wesley Powell floated down
the Green and Colorado rivers
with his crew of 10 men. This is the
first known river voyage through

ENGLUVERKING FEALD

Powell was part of the Shoshone
Project, a federal Reclamation Proj-
ect in 1904 to bring irrigation to the
Big Horn Basin in Wyoming. The
United States government aimed to
expand productive farmland west-
ward. The high desert of the Big
Horn Basin needs a steady flow of
water to produce food. The Buffalo
Bill Dam was completed in 1910. It
holds snow melt from Yellowstone
National Park that flows into the
Shoshone River. Some of that water
diverts through a series of canals,
and laterals to four irrigation
districts that supply water to our
farmlands.

INTERPRETIVE

Japanese Americans were rounded
up and forced to live in camps due
to racial profiling.

The Museum, at 1539 Road 19,
between Powell and Cody at the In-
tersection of U.S. Highway 14A and
Road 19, first opened in 2011.

“Our locale is a National Historic
Landmark site which includes an
award-winning museum, the Heart
Mountain Interpretive Center and
original camp structures. These
include an original barracks build-
ing, the hospital buildings, a war
memorial built in 1944 by those
incarcerated there to honor those
from Heart Mountain who served
during the War, and a walking trail.
Our mission is to promote educa-
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and skiers are closer than
expected with Northern
Wyoming being home to
some local resorts and
lodges.

Sleeping Giant Ski
Area & Zipline, in the
Shoshone National For-
est, is 48 miles west of
Cody and near Yellow-
stone National Park on
the North Fork High-
way/U.S. 14.

Visit their Facebook
page @sleepinggiantski-
area for up-to-date infor-
mation.

Meadowlark Ski Lodge,
northeast of Ten Sleen on

information.
Antelope Butt
tain Recreation .
at the intersectic
Hwy 14 & F'S R
35 miles east of '
Check their w
http://www.antel
tefoundation.org
Facebook page @
lopeButte, for th
information and
on upcoming eve
SNOWMOBIL
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